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MANIFESTO-~-FIGHT THE IMPERIALIST WAR DANGER! 


The events in Austria are a mighty danger signal that we are on the eve of a 
new World war even more disastrous than the old. The Italian troops are mobslized 
on the dustrian frontier. Jugo~Slavia has ordered a counter-mbilization. Within 
Austria a military fascist dictatorship has just been established. All tho large 
powers are feverishly arming themselves. Germany, Great Britain, France, Japan, 
the United States, are 411 preparing a new gigantic blood bath for the people. The 
desperate capitalist class knows it is deemed but hopes that through war it can 
save its power and property. 


The masses have nothing to do with this war, spawn of fascist imperialism, 
Unless the workers mobilize at once against thiswar danger, unless they unite their 
ranks into a common front to counter imperialist war with civil war, unless they 
demonstrate their power and determination to stop the coming imperialist war, the 
new capitalist war must re@p its unheard of toll of death and destruction. 


The Commmist League of Struggle calle upon all the labor organizations bo get 
together into a united front to fight fasciem ani imperialist war. Let us give the 
capitalists blow for blow. We must not wait for the war to break out. Then it 
Will be too late. Now is the time to organize a one day general strike demonstra~ 
tion throughout the nation to show labor will not tolerate a newvorld war. Only 
through most powerful united fronts, only through street demonstrations and gener= 
@l strikes through preparations for turning the imperialist war into civil war can 
the workingclass hope to prevent the new terrible halocaust of war that is about 
to come over us. There is no time to lose. 


FORWARD TO THE UNITED FRONT AGAINST IMPERIALIST WAR AND FASCISM 
FORWARD TO STREET DEMONSTRATIONS AND GENERAL STRIKES 


FORWARD TO THE PREPARATIONS TO TURN IMPERIALIST WAR INTO THE WAR OF THE WORKERS 
AGAINST THE BOSSES 


LONG LIVE THE WORKERS SOVIET REPUBLIC OF THE UNITED STATES 
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A LETTER FROM A NEGRO COMRADE, FRANK GRIFFIN 


At this present moment, when the working class throughout the entire country 
is rising up and revolting against the rotten miserable conditions which have become 
sharper due to the failure of the N.R,A., it becones more than ever necessary in 
the Communist movement sincerely ani strictly to pay more attention to our Negro 
work. Following the collapse of the N.R.A. will come an even sharper situation 
which will strike very hard and deep into ths masses of Negro workers. Discrimina~ 
tion will be used more openly than ever before; it will become ore of the min 
Weapons that the ruling class will use. Great waves of lynch terror and persecw- 
tion of the Negro rasses will becoms more and more general. This has already mani- 
fested itself in the South and especially in Alabam. Firing of the Negro workers 
and their replacement by white, lowering of the standard of living, drivir the 
Negro workers into Worse misery and poverty, these things are on the order of the 
day. 


In Paterson the comrades of the Communist League of Struggle have recognized 
this very important task and have already begun work. I must stop here ani tell 
you sonething about myself, before telling you about the organization ani its tre- 
nendous opportunity to grow in Paterson. 


I joinsd the working class movement seven years ago, not because there was & 
depression ani I was unerployed and wanted a job, but because I had tolerated this 
brutal system long enough and seeing that it was weakening I was ready to destroy 
it. I was very active while in New York as a merber of the Communist Party, but due 
to my bad health I was compelled to leave and came to Paterson, N.Je My min work 
there wos confined to tho textile industry where the Negro was not permitted to work. 


Meantime, I succeeded in drawing around me orm or two Negro workers, but they 
did not prain long, for there was no activity. Time after time Negroes would com 
and go. It seemed to be impossible to keep any Negroes at all in the mversnt here. 
We spoke with them atout the lynching in the South and all the rest of the Negro 
problems, and they were also assigned to concentration work to shops where Negroes 
were not permitted to work. Now comrades, it is all right to speak about the brutal 
conditions the Negroes are living under, but whst really counts is the action ani 
fight that we put up against these conditions, and here is where tha revolt cans 
The monent I demanded that in order to keep the Negro in the Communist Party it was 
necessary to do Negro work, organizing the Negroes on the basis of their daily do- 
mands, this was completely ignored. They were satisfied with using revolutionary 
phrases and would not put their hands on this work. Thon I realized that it was 
impossible for me to remain in the party, so I got out and joined the Conmmist 
League of Struggle. Revolutionary theory with bourgeois tactics will not be able 
to win over the Negro masses. Now I rmst go back ani tell about the organization 
that we are building in Paterson, the Negro Chamber of Labor. 


If it is true that the theory of Lenin is that the working class moveront can- 
not be victorious if it fails to win over the most exploited rasses of Workers, then 
fellow workers, we cannot call ourselves Leninists if we fail to carry out this task. 
In America the Negroes are the most exploited; they represent labor, ani if this is 
80, then we rust realize that no workingclass rovenent in America can be successful 
without the support of the Negro workers. No one can fight effectively ani sincere- 
ly in the struggle against the bourgeois system unless he is willing to fight for 
tho rishts of the Negroes and it will be the job of tho legro Chamber of Labor to 
bring together all the Negroes under ore banner and prepare them for the final 
ssruggle when 411 the workers together, black and white, will rise up and put an 
em to this brutal gysten. The Negro Chanter of Labor will not discrininate against 
eny white worker. Any such white worker who is sincere in the struggle for he Negro 
will fini his way into the N.C.l. ——~ Frank Griffin, Secretary N.C.Le Paturson. 
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GENERAL STRIKE! 
by Albert Weisbord 


A strike wave is tearing through the country, the second since the inaugura- 
tion of Roosevelt. The number +f strikes anc. the mass of strikers in 1933 were 
the greatest in ten years, but alvociy, eccording to the figures of the U.S. Depart- 
ment of Labor, the first five months 47 °.94 are far ahead of any similar period 
last year and big increasas have taken viese in June and July. Furthr, it is 
not merely in quantity that tho now cstrike wave differs from the precading one, 
what is more important, it is on a highur pleno. 


The strike wave of 1933 occurred in what might be called the “honeymoon" por- 
iod of the Roosovelt regime. All tho talk of “Now Deal", "Forgotten Man", “Now 
Social Order", "End of the Crisis", "Magna Charter of Labor", otc., had creatod 
wido-sproad illusions among tho workors. The temporary feverish speculation in 
industry that had put a fow mon to work, tho placing of four million mon on tho 
C.W.A. jobs, soomed ovidonce of a now situation. 


Tho keystone of tho arch of returning prosperity was tho N.R.A. Tho N.R.A. 
did throe basic things: First it froze the wages at tho lowest point. Second, it 
froze prices at the highest point and sont tho cost of living rising sky high. 
Third, it institutod a systom of compulsory arbitration through the formulation of 
labor codos, otc. This was Roosovolt's attompt at "organizod capitalism" and it 
moant for tho workors, at loast, tho ond of an ora, an vra that had begun with 
ruggod but had turnod into raggod individualism. Instoad of the crimiml irro- 
sponsibility and anarchy of tho crisis, it sovmed to many of the workers that 4 


new philosophy was being adoptod, that now there would be somo degree of responsibi- 


lity and order and the workingmen would havo the security of knowing where to turn 
in order to live. 


The first upturn of business in America found the workers recovering a littlo 
from the demoralization of the four years of the crisis ani beginning to fight for 
their owne Nevertheless, the big strike wave took place infested with iliusions 
to a very considerable extent, that Labor would come into ite own through the Nr, 
These iliusions were deliberately fostered by the misleadersmwithin the labor and 
revolutionary movements. To fight FOR a code, to fight FOR thoir legitimts placo 
within tho schsme of the NRA, in the beginning this sosmed to bu the basic tack 
of the prolotariat. 


The present strike wave of 1934, however, is entiroly different. The vwrkers 
are not striking because they have illusions, but because thoy are didillusioned. 
They are not striking for the NRA but against the government. The tone of the 
strikers is bitter, their patience has become exhausted, 


The full effects of the NRA have begun to be appreciated. This year sees in- 
dustry dropping down as before, while the rise in living costes has remained as high 
as ever. The tormimtion of the CWA work has thrown into the streets more millions 
of unemployed. And what is evon mre significant, the future appears to be as black 
as the present or the past few years. 


In spite of all the ballyhoo the workers have been able to sea that tho chisol- 
ing employers have dons Sbout as they wished. The stringent prov’sions of tho codes 
were for the workers, tho omployers were let alone. Even when the workers wnonirous 
ly showed their eagerness to organize, as in the Ford or Woirton cases, the captive 
mines, the auto, steol and other industries, their organization wacfirostalled and 
they were abandoned. 
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The now strike wave shows that the Amorican workers are no longer in the period 
of "honeymoon" with Roosevelt but in tho period of “divorce”. Ths strikos havo beon 
characterizod by the aggressiveness with which the workers stand their ground and 
resist the offorts of the policu and thugs to scatter thom. The mass of unorganized 
workers show tho most romarkablo solidority. The unemployed, as in Toledo, enter the 
picket lines and take on ths most dangerous tasks in tho etriko action. Tho strikes 
quickly tako on the threat of guneral strike, mory and more political in character. 


All strikes, in ono degree or another, have a political character. If you 
shake the powor of the employers you must shake, if only indirectly, the power of 
the agonts of the omployors. Today tnoss strikes have a far greater pelitical em- 
phasis. Now tho struggle is not only against an employsr or sot of omploysrs but 
often against tho codys, which aro the acts of tho Federal Govornment itsulf. The 
workors are no longer satisfied with softion 7a of tho NRA but want direct con- 
tracts with the employers and ignore the legislation of tho governmunt. Furthermore 
4n all of theso strikes there have bown brought into play the soldiors of tho Na- 
tional Guard ani tho fight has been, perforce, Sgainst tho aruod forcus of te the 
Stato as woll. Again, recent strikes havo been marked by a degrou of violence 
which can only mean that the authority of law and order is at on und. Andi finally, 
33 tho local industrial strikes tend to become genoral strikes, the wholo powar of 
tho local governmental apparatus is paralyzed and the evonts begin to take on thu 
aspoct of civil war. 


The whole situation is a fine demon stration of tha fact that America is becom 
ing Europeanized politically. The day when ovory capitalist boasted that hs was 
once & worker and evory workor hopud to become a capitalist has definitely cane to 
an end. The classes ate beginning to line up in open formation. The tareats of 
general strikes in San Francisco, Portland, Seattlo, Minneapolis, amd Toledo, ore 
but the beginning of this alignment of class against class. When unomployed workers 
are willing to get their skulls cracked on the pickot lina of a union, it murks ths 
ond of tho soparation of omployod from unemployed and tho rvalization that the fight 
of one section of the workers rust involve tho whols workingclass. 


The ganeral strikes that aro taking place are splendid Tealizations of the fore 
casts of the Communist League of Strugzle which alone reisod the slogan of General 
Strike over a year ago and has kept it going over since. The Cannon group sgid that 
the workors were not roady for such a alogan, that it was fantastic and unrotlistic, 
insane, etce But life has mocked them as it has dono with the Communist contrist 
groups, gonorellye 


II 


Tho fight in San Francisco startod with tho striko of the longshoremon for the 
right of union control over tho hiring-halls. They were willing to arbitrato hours, 
wages, and working conditions, but not this question of control ovor uiring-halls. 
Ordinarily, where an A.F.Le luadorship wants to "arbitrate" hours, and wages, and 
mterial conditions of the workors, wu should be wary. The loadership is too often 
ready and willing to sacrifice the interests of the union nembers 60 lon; 4s dues 
come in rogularly to tne bureaucracy. But such & conclusion would bo quite orromeuc 
in this case. Here the mon are showing that tho undorstand the question ef control 
ovor the hiring-h@lls is a matter of tho recognition of the union, or factually, the 
right of the workers to organize at all. T. American workers are getting out of 
the stage whero individual action appeals to thon. They want to organize thuir 
class ard to gBe bo part of a mss organization. They aro showing that they undiur- 
stand not only how to fight for thoir presont needs, but how to link up the prus-:t 
with the future and the knowlodgo of the uncvrtainty of the future and the iigincace 
of approaching battles rakos then fight all tho more to keep their only weapon, tin 
union, Which protects thom. Thus tho strikes of today are. on & highor plen) thn 


* 
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the strikes preceding theme 


. It is precisely over this question of recognition of the union that the emloy- 
ers fight most bitterly. For the Ameriean bourgeoisie stands on the shoulders of 
the capitalists of Europe. They have learnod that it is one thing to permit unions 
of craftsmen, skilled workors, in an ora when capitalism is on the upgrade. It is 
another thing to permit industrial or mass unions of unskilled workers in a period 
when capitalism is on the down grade, and when the experiences of Europe show that 
the unions are the veritable training grounds for revolutionists, for Cormmnists3 who 
know that the sole way out for labor is the general strike leading to workers control 
over production and the smashing of cdpitalian itself. 


Today is not the period of reform and gradualism. That type of movement is 
about burned out. The workers of America are begiming to appreciate this and to 
learn the lesson from the rise of fascism in Europe. Honco tho aggressivenoss and 
militancy of the struggles. Hence the rapid extension of tho strikes and the soli- 
darity displayed. It is not only the employers but the workers as Woll who know 
that tho officialiom of the AFL will not be able to control thom. It is this that 
the employers fear, and that will rapidly move them to fascism 


The San Francisco general strike well illustfated the technique of the employ- 
ors and their agents in tho ranks of labor. On the part of the bosses thoro was a 
complete and unanimous solidarity in action and mobilization of all forcos. The 
soldiers, police, special deputies and armed guards were mobilized. The Archbishop 
of something or other made speeches onthe sinfulness of the general striky. Hand 
in hand with the soldicors went the "peace committee" of the government headed by 
General Johnson whose first act was to thunder that the general strike is insurrec- 
tion and only when the strikers went back to work would any attompt be mde to set- 
tle the strike. The press kept up & mst despicable clamor calling for the bleod 
of the union men and declaring that ahooting ani hanging were too good for the mili- 
tants of the strike. 


The vile press screard, Genoral Johnson thuniered and Groen squeaked after 
him that "The Genoral Strike is Illegal". These gentlemen, however, never declared 
that the general lockout of the bosses which has gone on now for fivo years is illo~ 
gal. They never de€lared that the conspiracy of the few bosses to throw out tho 
many workers from their johs was an insurrection against derocracy. 


Hand in hand with the governmental forces wont the private mobilization of the 
employers. Gangs of vigilantes roamed the streets raiding thy headquarturs of tiw 
Communists, tho I.W.W. and other organizations of militants, breaking into the rolilf 
kitchens of the strikers, threatening their leaders, waking wholesale attacks upon 
the class conscious workers, and, with the help of the goyermont, staging ansgular 
reign of terror- Hundreds of f oreign born workers and othersw Wore arrested and hold 
for doportation and trial. 


Ons of the newspapers com.ented on the fact that it seymed that fascism in 
4mcrica had a very fertile soil from the ease with which the vigilantes worv organi. 
zod to break up militant workors organizations. 


On the other hand, contrast this scene with the actions of the leadurs of thu 
workers. The AFL misleaders do their vory best to dostroy the strike -ovorent. Posh 
ed by the pressure of the rari and file, they finally agreo to enter the rover nt us 
leaders. The original strike committees gives way to a “strategy committoe" Those 
fakers and capitalist agents whoso whole lives are concerned with the breakin; of 
strikes suddenly come out in the pose as “experts” on "strike stratosy". That tho 
AFL bureaucrats headed the strike only to behead it soon becane crystal cluar. 


Mr. Ryan of the Longshorerfn's International Union rushed into print with the 
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state-ent that tho coast men were fools and that his mon in New York City would 
havo nothing to do with thom. Mr. Groon followod quickly with 2 statorment thet so 
far as the AFL was concerned the striko was unauthorized ani vould have to tw 2 fail- 
ure, as it was acainst tho govorment and so against the will of all. 


Instcad of closing down the city tizht, tho "stratesy comalttee" began to make 
all kinds of concossions. Strovt cars wore run, trucks operated to this and that 
place,telephones and télographs Woro running full tice, trains came in on scheduleetc 
You cannot’ play around with 2 general striko. To be gominely successful ¥s tho gen- 
eral strike rust move to tho genvral lockout. Ths workers going out of the factories 
and work places mst rake thoir oxodus tho demonstration and the thruat thes thoy 
will return to tako over control thersvlves. In this basic rsspect Danial Ds Leon 
was correct. Tho Gunoral Strike, by itself, is nc panacoa. It is only a transition 
point in the strugzle- 


If tho struggle is called, thon, uvery offort rust be rads bo starve ths ruling 
classes into submission and at the sam tire to feod thy Workers. It was up to tho 
unions to rogister all the workers in tho citios, including tha unemployed ani tho 
familios of tho working class, to have designated curtain plicos wuero vase with 
union cards could go for food and the nocessitios of life. In this way the unions 
could have rade the whole district completely union and navo caused no distross to 
tho atrikers ami families of the Workers. 


Instead of that, the union officials allowed only a few storos ani rostaurants 
in the conter of tho city to open and there the worker found that ho had to stand 
in line with the bourgapis clerk and boss ani take his ch-ncu auid tho cursing, 
ewirling crowl for the "coffeo and", if thero was any. Thus, instead of sujarating 
the worlers from thy bosses and operating 48 though thero wre 2 war betwoun then, 
which thera was, tho "strategy cormitteo" dsliberatoly sabotaged and wrackud ky the 
strike machinary. Evon Mr. Bridges, allegedly Cor-unist, was roported as suying 
that he thought the strike had cracked, that ho would like to take the ship for 
Australia, etc. 


Instead of organizing labor front defence fighters, tho union officials allow- 
ed the vigilantes to roar around the city at will. Infoud, it is reported that 
certain officials of the unions actually oided and abetted theso gangs of thugs. 


Finally, in a most shameful ond brazen way, tho officials broxs the gonoral 
strike after four days by calling off tho workers. There had besn no scabbing nor 
breaking of ranks in spite of tho treachery of tho leaders. This call to roturn to 
work showed the poltroon misleaders of tho ‘AFL in their true colors. However, if 
these traitors thought that by loading the gemral striky thoy could so discredit 
4t as to prevent the workers from taking to this weapon, they wro sadly mistaken. 
From all reports, Portlami, Scattle, Minnsapolis still southe with discontont. Ths 
whole workingclass of Arerica knows that it is not the general striae that Pailod 
but thy AFL misleaders that failed the gencral strike. It is not tha wcrkers who 
have boon bodten, but the illusions of tho workers that hyve beun eradicated. 


III 


Analogous to San Francisco is Minneapolis. Here tho truck drivers feund 
therselves led by tho Communist Loaguo of America. The first striky had boon lod 
in May. Tho strike had been solid and tho workers displayod excellunt militancy. 
A voto for a general strike had been cast, whon the union officials, hoaded by the 
Communist Loaguo of Arerica orderod tho men back to work. Tho condition of thy 
settloront was 80 shamcful as to cause even the AFL unions to cry out. Tho Journal 
of tho Amalgamated Clothing Workers, tho "Advance", for exaple, wrote thut the 
settlement was "painfully woak". It provided for no changes of hours, Wigvs ond 
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conditions, for the men to return to work immediately with no recognition of the 
union except through article 7a of the NRA and a compulsory arbitration board to be 
composed of tWo men from the government, two employers, and two officials of the 
union. 


The Comainis& League of America (Cannon group) immediately proclained through 2 
its paper, the "Militant" that this was a great victory. Cannon was evenc3lled upon 
to write & pamphlet on “strike stratecy", although the American Leagues had propared 
so well for the striko that Cunnon, even by taking an airplate, arrived in Minneapol+ 
is after the strike was all sottled. In spito of this "victory" tho-orkers did not 
believe that this settlerent so hastily made was a good one and compelled the lead- 
ers to call another strike. 


The strike is on but up to now there has been no call for ~ general strike al- 
though scores of strikers have been shot, one murdered, anil martial law has been de- 
clared. Evon if a gensral strike should be called, it will now come after the de- 
bacle and treacherous sell-out in San Francisco. The Aerican League has dono its 
share to scoparote Minneapolis from San Francisco. All this, of courss, will only 
make the omployers more adamant than ever. If it comes to a fight to a finish ih 
Mimespolis it will now be under worse conditions than before with the bosses better 
prepared and the vorkers weaker. 


latost reports show that the Carmon leadership has now reversod itself. where- 
as, before, it was willing to arbitrate wages, hours, and working conditions, but 
not the question of the union, now it talks about leaving the recognition question 
till later but the wagos question is tho one that mst be settled. And in all this 
timo the Cannon leadership finds itsolf quite at home with the AFL local burvaucracy 
Why is thero no gonoral striko called? Why is there no exposure of the AFL local 
misleaders? Are the Camonites acting like the Lovestonites in N.Yi:City in the 
necdle trades where they only cover up the treachery of the AFL nisleaders before 
the workers? 


The Canon leaders of the union have actually issued the slogan: Minneapolis 
must be 100% union town and all the workers nust join their craft or trade unions 
But do the Cannonites give the reasons why workers do not join the AFL? Do they 
expose the thousand and ono betray@ls, the high dues and racketeering,tho indiff- 
erence of tho officialdon etc., characteristic of the AFL officials? Or do they 
point out that Minneapolis can bo 100% union only through tha goneral strike, THE 
GENERAL STRIKE WHICH THEY ARE SABOTAGING? The Camonites hive becone cheap recruit- 
ing agents for the fakers, hoping in this way to ingratiato themselves into tho AFL. 


Cannon and Shachtran have been arrested. ‘We aro quite willing to aid in their 
defence, but wo feel we ought to ask: why did these "heroes" stay in an exposed 
hotel? Could they not have stayed at a workers’ house in a workers! neighborhood? 
We have heard rumors that they will be releasod if they leave town. Should Cannon 
ani Shachtran accept this, it will bo a real disgrace to the peft Opposition which 
they represent. 


IV 


The result of the fiascos will bo thoroughly to discredit the AFL in the oyos 
of the masses. No doubt tens of thousands will loavo tho rarks of tho AFL on tho 
West Coast. All this foernentation among tno workors will give splendid chancus to 
the left wing in the labor movorent. Tho workors Imow that never can nor vill the 
AFL organize the mss of unskilled workers. The form of orgnization, the methods 
of action of tho AFL have all becomo exposed as shoddy, no longer fit for the workers 
It has becom clear that only the Commnists, only the gonuine revolutionists can 
organizo the unorganized and lead thom into battle. THE ORGANIZATION OF THE UNOR- 
GANIZED LEADS DIRECTLY TO THE STRUGGLE FOR POWER IN THIS COUNTRY AND ONE JOB WILL 
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NOT AND CANNOT BE DONE WITHOUT THE OTHER. This is how reform and revol.:tion are 
intortwined in the 20th contury in our country. 


But tho loft wing is utterly incapable of taking advantago of the situaticn. 
Tako tho Cormmnist Party. Sksetattucetritex ; : The raids of the vigi- 
lantes showod that the party was wholly unproparcd for the attacks. There were 

no labor dofores fifhtors. Thore was no uwited front. Mer could thore bo. The 
Communist Party which ls lei the way in hcoliganism, in breaxing up workers! 
meetings ard raiding hvadquartors, how could it. cot a united front for its defence? 
Isolated from the labor movement, roveiving the hatred of all advanced workers for 
its disrustive hooligan tactics, tho Com-umnist Party,filterod through ani through 
with carcerists ani bureaucrats of all sorts, found itself completely unprepared 
evon to anticipate the raids, no less tnin to fight thea off. The Coizunist Party 
here showed itsolf worse than other labor organizations who in the pist imow 
enouzh to protect itself. 


Tako tho Socialist Party. It Ms recently adopted 4 now "Declaration of 
principles" But doos anyono think that the betrayal at San Francisco will be de- 
neunced within the Socialist Party? Does anyone insgine th+t the AFL sccialists 
will organize themselves to fight Bill Green and Co., for thoir strikobroaking? 
Will the Socialists go out to organize the woorganizod thenselves? Not a bit. 

Just porpovs phrasos from university professors who wili tell the workers what to do 


Take the Comcmmist Ledgw of America. We hage already exposed their reccrd 
in Minneapolis (which wo hope they will improve) Can they take advantaze of the 
situation? Up to very rocently thoy wero against mss work. Now they work hand 
in glove with tho AFL turoaucracy. They do not believe there are signs of fascism 
They do not believe the workers aro ready to listen to talk of a goneral strike. 
They sit in their office waitin: for the "historic process" to unfold so that thoy 
can £& write about it. Thoy thougut that the crisis would be over soreviere sround 
1932. Thoy said that tho workors would fignt only whon the crisis would core to 
an ond. How can these peoplo undorstand or lead any workers battle in our era? 
Thoy are holpless and without a rudder in the coming period of stress and storne 


The goneral striko wave is only the fororunner of bigger events. Arerica is 
noving with seven league boots on the road of the class struggle. 


#HHHE HEAR 


TWO ARTICLES ON CENTRISM 
by Leon Trotsky 


Z 


(1) The events in Austria, after the ovents in Germany, place definitely @ 
tombstons over "classic" reformism. Honceforth, only the obtuse leaders of Enclish 
and American Trade Unionism, thuir French imitator, Jouhaux, Vandervelde, tho pre- 
sidont of the Socond Internatioml, and siiilar specimens cf the politicsl ichtuyo- 
sauri will venture to speak openly of 2 perspective of puyaceful doveloz:unt and de- 
mocratic reforms, otc....The majority of reformists now deliberately employ now 
colors. Refornism gives place to the innumerable shades cf Contrism, which now, 
in tho rajority of countrics, dominate the werkers' movement. Thus 4n absolutely 
new situation prosents itsolf, in & way unprecedented, for work in the spirit of 
revolutiomry Marxism (Bolshovism). Tho new Intermticnl has to develop itself 
chiofly at the oxpenso of the tenlencies ani centrist organizations which are new 
domirant. At the saro tiro the revolutionary International cannot form itself in 
any othor way than that of struggle against centrism. Idealogital intransigoance 
ani @ floxihls unitad front policy are, in thaso conditions, two weapons for at~- 
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taining ono and the same ond. 


(2) Above 411 4 clesr picture rust be gainod of thy fostures most chartctoris- 
tic of prosent day contrism. It is not casy; firstly boc:use centrism, in view cf 
its organic indofinitoness is difficult to define precisoly, being charactorized » 
much more by what it lacks than by what it holds: suconily, nover has centrism re- 
flected so runy of tho colors of the rainbow as now, for novor before have the ranks 
of tho wrkors been in such a ferment as now. The political fermentaticn from the 
very lopth of its origin signifies a ro-srouping, a displacenent between the ttwo 
poles, reformism and marxism: that is 4 passage through theo rany staces of contrism 


(3) Difficult as a zemral dotermimation of centrisr-which hes always, necossar- 
ily, the character of a combinaticn duo to crisis-ray be, one can and cnv rust scopa 
rate, all the saro, the principal traits and peculiaritius of tho centrist groupings 
Which aro consequent upon the collapso of ths 2nd and Grd Intornationals. 


(a) In the sphere of thoory centrism is imprecise ani eclectic. It shelters 
itsclf 43 much as possible from obligations in new tho rattor of thocry 
and is inclined (in words) to give preference to "revolutiomry practice" 
over theory; without understanding that only Marxist thosry can sive to 
practice a revolutionary direction. 

(b) In the sphore of idealogy, centrism leads a parasitic existence: ayainst 
rovolutionary Marxists it repeats the old Menshevik argucents (those cf 
Martov, Axelrod, anil Plekanhov) gunorally without re-valuing ther: on the 
othor hand it borrows its principal argurvnts against the “rights" from 
the Marxists, th:t is, above all, from tho Bolshevik-Loninists, suppres- 
sing, however, tho point of tho criticisms, subtracting the practical 
conclusions and so robbing criticism of all object 

(c) Contrism voluntzrily proclaims its hostility to reformism but it is 

silent about centtism: wore than that it thinks the vory idea of centrisn 
"obscure"n "arbitrary", otc.:in other words contrism dislikes being collod 
centrisn. 

(4) Tho centrist, nevor sure of his position and his methods, rogards vith do- 
testation ths refolutiomry principle: state that which is; it inclines 
to substituting, in ths place of political principles, porsonal coz:bina- 
tions and potty organizctionsl diplomacy. 

(9) The centrist always remains in spiritual dependence upon ripht sroupings, 
is indusced to court the gcodwill of the most moderate, to keep silent 
about their opportunist faults and to regild theirs actions before tho 
workors. 

(f) It is not a raro thing for ths contrist to hide his own hybrid nature by 
calling out about tho danpors cf "soctarianis="; but by suctariunism he 
undorstards not a passivity of abstract propasania (as is the way with 
tho Bordiguists) but the anxious caro for principle, tho clrity of posi- 
tion, political consistency, dufinitonoss in organization. 

(g) Between the opportunist ani the Marxist tho centrist occupies a position 
which is, up to a cortain poigt, amlagous to thet occupied by the petty 
bourgeoisic betweun the capitalist and the prolotariat; ho courts the ap- 
probation of the first and despises the socond. 

(h) on the internstional field tho cuntrist distinguishes himself, if net by 
his blindness, at least by his shortsightedness. Ho doos not understaad 
that ons cannct build in the present period a nitional reYoluticnary zarty 
savo as yart of an international party; in the choico of his internation 
al allies the centrist is oven less particular than in his own country. 

(4) Tho centrist scos as outstanding in tho policy of the C.I. only the "ultra 
left" deviation; the adventurisn, the putchism, and is in absolute ijincr- 
ance of tho opportunist right siz-zags. (Kuomintang, Anglo-Russian Cor- 
mitteo, pacifist foreign policy, anti fascist bloc, etc) 
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(3) The centrist swoars by tho policy of thy unitod front as Ba erptics it 
of its rovolutionary content ail transforms it froma tactical -sthdd 
into a hiphest principle. 

(k) Tho contrist sladly Sppeats to pathetic moral lessons to hits his idea 
lorical orptinoss, but he-loa3s mt wilerstani that revolutionary scrals 
ean rost only cn tho aroun of rovdutionary doctrine and revolutionary 

Xpraxtix pdlicy. 

(1)Undor tho srssuro sf cirew.stincus the eclectic cuntrist is capable of 
acccpting oven extrome conclusicns but cnly to repidiate thom later in 
dusd. Rocogrisine ths dictatorship cf tho preletari-t he le.wes plonty 
of recom for o¢sortunist interpreters: orociaining the newd for 2 Zourth 
pet pasa ko works for tro Eroation of tho two-and-a-h-1lf iutcrna- 
tional. 


(4) Tao worst 10del of contrism is the ‘Certan croup "New Bopinnirg". Ropeating, 
superficially tho Marxist criticis= of reformism, it reaches the coaclusic: that all 
the proletarian calamities arise from solits ani thst salvtion lies in the rainto- 
nance of the unity of the Social Dexocratic Party. The orjanisation=s disciclizs of 
Vols anit Co. is placed by those gentlemen above the historic interests ¢r tho orcle- 
tariut. And since Vols and Co. subcit tho party to the discipline of the tour yoot 
fe, the croup "Now Bosinning" discuising itself with a left criticise: stolsnfron, ths 
Marx<ists, is in fact, a mischiovous =gont of tho bourgyois ordor, S1%iss sc on aroat 
of ths sacont dogres« 


(5) An attennt to create a common reeting sround of oclectic centrists is com 
stituted by wht is called tho Lonion Duroau (now of Amsterdam) unior a bannor which 
Aattermts to unite thoso contrist ercups, both rigit ard left, which have not dared 
to choose dofinitcly a directicn ani a banner. In this case as in the cthers tho 
centrist attornts to lead ths revement diacomlly. Tho divorse slernents wrich ako 
up tho bloc tend in opposite directions: tho Norwegian Lavor Party (N.A.P.) «ces 
discroetly towards tho Second Internatiorsl, ta. Iniepentent pabdor party of Encland 
go3s in part towards the Trird ané in part towards tho Feurth Internmation.~l, tho 
Datch Indoperiont Socialist Part; (0.S.P.) ani the Gowran Workers Party (S./sPe) 
movo vacialltingly towards tho Fourth Internatoml. Exploiting and conserving the 
idealogic2l uncertainty of 311 its narticipants ani savicine to oppose tro % :Bie for 
tho creation of tho now Intermtional, tao London Bureau plays 4 ro: wotd mary rolss 
Tho collapso of this proupins is absolatoly cortaine 


(6) Tho definition cf the C.I.'s policy as buresucratic contrism oven to tnis 
day rotains all its force. Only bureaucraiic cer.trism is capable of contimial juips 
from opportunist trotson to ultra-loft aivonturis:; only the powerful soviet vwroau 
eracy coull for ton years givo an assured place te this rolancholy policy ¢f zisg-za.;s 
Buroaucratic centrisr-difforing from the centrist sreuping which sp2inz fro: the 
Sceial-Do1ocracy, is 2 product cf the degeneracy of Belshevism, retaining in ths 
form of caricature, rany of its fuaturos; still followed by an important maucbur of 
revclutioniry workers; controlling raterial moans ant extracrdinary tocivyique ot 
in its political influoncs this variety cf certrism is now t.o cost inort, tho <st 
disorganizing, ani the rost wernicisus. It is plein to all the world thsi the veli- 
tical collapse of the C.I. sir;nifiss tha oxtrere’ decorposition of dure-ucratic con= 
triem. Our tasi: in this spiero is the savinz of the best of its oletats fer tro 
caisg of ths proletarian revolution. Side by side with the untiring ueines~ Rod 
criticisn, the rain instruments which will permit cf uso bv us auicneet whe ~ cvkers 
who still stand under the banner of the C.I. is the pushin: forwari of cw idszas 
anom:st the large masses, who in their ovarwbe ining najority still holt azart fron 
the influonco of th3 C.I. 


(7) It is just now-whon roformism is constrained to disavow itsvlf, in chen; 
itsslf into contrism cr ia taking on that appearanco-thit soi ereupins of Loft 
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gexktrus contrism, on the contrary, halt in their develogint, anieven go back upon 
it. It scoms to them tht the roformists have already undorstood almost everything, 
that it is only necessary not to frighton them with oxtraordimry dumanis, criticism 
or oxtrems phrascology, ami thus ono will be able with a sinsle blow to create a 
"revoluticnary" iass party. 


6 Infact, reformisn's romnciation 6f itself, wade a necessity by the ovents, 
witha cloan progran., without 2 revolutiomary tactic, is only capable of lulling to 
sleep the advanced workers, by suzzostim, to then the ije2 that the revolutionary 
re-birth of tho party is nosrly realized. 


(8) For the revolutionary Marxist the struggle against refornism now changes 
itself almost complotely into strugclo acainst centrism. The were enpty opoosing of 
logal strugele to iilogal strugzlo, of peaceful neans to violent, of denocracy to 
dictatorship in the rajority of casos now passes; for tho f®ishtened refcrnists, 
who must now disavow themselves, are ready to accept the wost "revolutionary" cf 
formulas, if only they are not obliged today to break with the hybridity, irvasolu= 
tion, "passivity" which are n.tive to them. That is why the strugczle against tho 
hidisn or rasked opportunists rust principally transport itself into the sphere of 


the practi€a] conclusions from revolutioimry premises. 


Before taking setiously tho fine words of the centrists concurning the “dicta- 
torship cf the proletariat" it is necessary to exact from them a serious defence 
agsinst Fascism, a comlete break with tho bourgeoisie, the systeatic upbuilding of 
a werkers! militia, its training in a will to fight, the creation of inter-party 
defence centres, of anti-fascist rain centres, tho expulsion from their rerks of 
parliamentargans, trado-unionists, ani other traitors, of bourgeois lackeys, career- 
ists, otc...It is precisely on this plane that one must now delivot the principal 
blows at centrism. For carryin= out this work with success it is yssential to have 
one's hands free, that means not only maintainin; corplote ormanic independence, but 
also critical intransigeance concerning the most "loft" of thy ramifications of con- 
frisn. 


(9) The Bolshovik-leninists of all countries must renier to thenselves the 
clearest accounts of the circumstances of the now stare of the struggle for the 4th 
Intormotional. Tho ovents in Austria and France give a powerful impulsion tothe re- 
grouping in the revolutiomry direction of the forces of the proletariat; out pre- 
cisely the mnoral substitution of contrism for reformism offers the developzent of 
& strong powerful attraction for tho contrist groupings of tho loft: (S.A.P., 0-S-P.) 
which oven yosterday mde ready to unite thenselvas to the Bolshevik-Loninists. 


This dialectical process, viewed superficially, ray give birth to thea impres- 
sion that tho yarxist wing would from its begimins isolate itself from the nassos. 
Profound orror! The oscillations of centrisr to right and loft proceed from its 
very naturo. We shall yet meot on our way some dozons or some hundreds of such 
episodes. To fear to go forward rorely because thy route is strewn with obstaclas 
or because 411 our fellow tarchors will net go the whole way with us would’be most 
miserable cowardice. 


Whon tne new opportunist oscillations of our contrist allies find themselves to 
bo conjunctural or defective (in fact they will have to be one or the other) the 
general comlitions for the formation of the Fourth Internationa] upon the basis of 
true Bolshevism will have grown most favorable. Tho chase by the-centrists of the 
"extrome richt" of those who are plainly left, by those of the left, after those of 
the middle, those of the middle after those of the right,-a pursuit whick ropenblos 
the efforts of a ran to catch his own shadow-cannot create 3 permanent mass crgenica- 
tion: the sad experience of the Iniepenient Party of Gerrany (U.S.P.) oven yot re~ 
tains all its force. Under the pressure of events, with the help of our criticism 
and our slogans, the advanced workers will pass over the hesitations of the cost 


August, 1934 Class Struggle Page 12 
left of the centrist leaders and, if it must be, over the leaders themsslves. 


On she road towards the new International the proletcrian advance- usrd will — 
find no replies than thoss already viaboratud by tha Rolshevik-Leninists orthe ta~ 
sis of the intsrnatiozal oxperionce of tun yoors ef vnintorvupted theoratical und 
practical strug ;le. 


(10) Our politics. influsnce in the lust ves is considerably strengthened. 
We can, Wita relatively Mitlo delsy, oxtund and devolon ow success by ovserving 
the following conditicns: 

(a) Do not try to deceive tio process of histor,;, do nt play pide-cnd- 

sect, but state what is. 

(t) Render yourself a thaoretiz31 talance sheet of ..11 chances 1.1 the 
general situation, which in the present yeriod ofter. takes to 
character of sharp turns. 

(c) Lend an attertive ear to what the wasses ure saying, without :rejudice 
without illusions, without deceiving onvesif; for uron tas Vasis of 
a correct unnreciation of the relation of forces withirtho «roleteri.t 
avoiding as :cich for opportunism as for afdventurisu, leadinj; tho wss20 
forward bit rot holding them buck. 

(4) Each day ard each hour say clogrly to yourself what must by “ie fext 
practicai step; untiringly prepare this step, and upor tas taris of 
of livins; “xperience explain to tae worxers tra principal diffsrencea 
from Bolsasvism of all tae other rartievs and tendencies. 

(2) Do not confuse ths tctical tasks of the united front with th. f unda- 
mental historic tusk: tho cre. tion of new nartier and of the new Is- 
ternutionsl. 

(f) For a procticol denand do not disdain even the weakest of allivs. 

(g) Follow with s critical eye the wost "left" aliy as if © possible ad- 
versary. 

(h) Conduct yourself wita the greatest atteitiveness towards these «loupe 
ings which actuslly tend towards us; lend a potiant and atisntive eur 
to their criticisms, to their doubts, t thcir hesitatioas; hLolp thoir 
evelution towards Marxism; do uot fo.r their caprices, their tire. s, 
their ultixctune (tho centrists are alwars conricious ard suscs.tizi. )} 
do not make an: concession of urincirls to thor. 

(4) Yet once ursin: do not rear. to stot: thet which is. 

February 22, 1954 


II 


De Fakcel's criticism of my article 4Ccu risa und the Forth Interrstioml) 
is highly choractoristic of the mks-up of the lecdorsiin of tho 0.5.P. 45 wall 
as of left contrism in general. It th rcforg deserves 40 bw ~aodlycud. 


Is it correct that tho min tondency of the working closs moverent of tho world 
consista in the transfornation of reforvigm into centrism? "De Fakkel" disputes it. 
It believes tnat everywhero 143 to be observed sinultaneously ths strivin- vo crient 
the movement towards the right. It points th-rebdy to tho French Neo-Socizlists, tJ 
Boigian Workers! Party, the English Labor Farty ard the Dutch Social Democracy. Tho 
fafts indicated by"De Faixol" only confirm-whon ors knows how to intefproy “auc in 
Marxian fashion-rmy assertion. 


Why wero the Neo-Socialists ejected from thy old norty? Because it w-3 cloch- 
ing itself with contrisn. The right wing changes into a consorvotivs, noatiorsiis- 
tic cliquo that has rotning more to do with the. working class movement. 299 Tol- 
rien examnls is also a case in point. "De Fakkel"resdvls us of Vande rvelde's rucent 
avowal of allegiance to tho King. But there is rotaiag now in this. ‘the plsn or de 
Mar. is naw. In substance as well as by ita duthort's admission the plan is but an 
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attempt to obliterate the line of demarcation botween reform and revolution. I | 
this precisaly consists the essence of centrism. 


Monarchistic aervili'ty indicates onl; that we must distinguish detwoen cen- 
trism amd centrism. Thers ars horest cantrist moods of tho misses and thers aro 
consciously lying centzist desiens of old parliamentary cheats of the masses, But 
sich designs havs becom) necossary precisely bucause of the shift of the party taso 
to the loft. In essence the matter stands no differently elso with the English 
Labor Party although in| tumpu and in phenomentl form it is quite different. The 
f@oing over of the MacDonald clique to tho reaction, on ths ono hand, tho oxpulsion 
of tho I.L.P. from the Labor Farty on the other, ere two vory significant symtoms 
of the above mentioned processes. 


In the coming period wo will inevitably observe a new develonmont of contrist 
currents in the Labor Party - That the German S.P. loadorship with Wels, aswell as 
te leaders of Austro-Marxism, now clothe their philistino projudices in ths ian 
guage of "revolution", is widely known. In countrius with 2 buckward politicsi ie- 
velopment ths social-dorocratic apparatus can afford, in ths fuco of threstening 
dangers-the growth of Fascism and simultaneously of internal centrist op ,osition- 
tho attempt to hold its positions by clinging to the right, to tho stcote, and by 
ropressions Igainst the left, agairst its own opposition. Tho form\tion of tho Oe. 
P. in dotland was the first step in the open dbcomposition of the old Dutch socisi- 
dorocracy, The development will proceed in this direction. 


As a matter of practical policy in every country is is naturally very important 
not only to kesp track of tne general terdercy of developmsnt but also of the stages 
through which it passes. For Holiand as well as for overy other country it is of 
importance, however, to recognize in time tho centrist disraiso of former reformism 
so that reformism itsslf be conbatted hot by centrist but by Marxian methods. 


Viewed historically roeformism has lost complotely its social basis. Without 
reforms thefts is no reformism, without prosperous capitalism, no reforms. Tho right 
reformist wing becomes anti- reformist in the sonso that it helps the boursvoisis 
dirsctly or irdirectiy to smash the old conqwsts of the working class. It is 
false to consider the Neo-Socialists as a working class party. The split did not 
weaken the old French Socialist party, it strengthened it since, after ths cleansing 
the party enjoys greater confidence on tho rart of tha workers. But it mst aduot 
itself to this confidence, and the form of this adaptation is callod centrism. 


Left centrist groupings such as tho CeSePe are not cerscious of this procoss 

of which they form a component part. Precisoly beciwuso they fowl their princinleé 
weakness and their inability to give the workiag class a clear answer they mst di- 
vart the attention of workers from centrist sicknss» to reformist dangor. Inthis 
they resemble old liberalism which always scared the workers with reaction in order 
to hold them back froin the fight against liberalism itself. Thorefore, for instance 
the declarations of the 0.S.P. ard S.A-P. to tha Youth conference contain nothing 
or almost nothing on contrism. However, it is woll kmown that precisoly tnosu par- 
ties that did not rormit themselves in the pest to be held back frou. & merciluss 
fight against liberal vacidlations, always proved to be the bravest figcters against 
reaction. ‘The same holds trw now. Thoso revolutionists will figst reformism test 
who aro absolutel; independent of centrism ard view it critically and intransigoart- 
ly. 

' Tne London~Anpsterdam Bureau is unable to fight against reformism since it isa 

rutusl aid socisty for the vacillating and hesitant. "De Fakkel" sys: "Tre ain of 
tho Bureau is to win for the Fourth Intermtioral as many adneronts as possible". 
Tre 0.S5.P. could have joined the Second Interrtional with the sanw justification. 
That we rust fight for the Fourth Intermticnal wherover possible is clear. Tis 
task, however, means an irreconcilable strugzle against the troacherous policy of 
Trammell ard certainly not a brotherhacd in arms with him. Thatthey "criticize" 
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Tranmacl meanwhile mékes matters worse, sinoo he is criticiaed only to the oxtent 
that tho working agreoment with him remains unbroken, that PIE percent eri ticien 
is mde which only sorvea as # cover for the out and out r onary bléc. The 
gallant Sh@kespearian actor who was supposed to play the lion atthe court. feared 
to frighten the bo@utiful ladics ani thurofore roared as softly, as tenderly as & 


dove. Our highly respectable left contrists become very gruff to Bolshevik “saotar 
rians"; to tho Trammasls they coo like dovos. 


"De Fakksl" Soknowledgos our characterization of the Comintern asthat of bu- 
reaucratio centriem. This, however, is oily lip service, since the whole working 
@llianoe with the Amsterdam Bureau is nothing else but @ wilted, siokly edition of 
the infamous Anglo-Ruseian Committees. There also were found British "lefte" of the 
type of Finn Moe * who were used as bait by the real leoadore. In defandirg their 
brotherhood with Tranmiel "De Fakkel", as well as the "Neus Front" repeats all the 
014 arguments of Stalin ani Bucharin (*Maseos" , "Massoe”, ani again "Messes"!) but 
in & worse form if anything. 


Thus, I cannet recognise the validity ef @ single argumnt which "Da Fakksl" 
brings against my artiole, by which, however, I de not want te eay that there are 
no flaws in the article, Thus, for instance, one could point out cerrectlythat the 
article dooe not reveel sufficiently the practiog] and organisational intdequacy of 
contriem. The oentriste like to speak of illegality, of conspizetive, unlerground 
methods. ds @ rule, however, they do not take their own words seriously, They like 
to poke fun at bourgeois demecracy; in practice however, they alWaye show mive 
trust init. Tor instance, when they call together an intermations] eenference it 
is handled as though it were @ mattor of @ picnia; ani the result £9 6 cametropte 
with ® toll of heavy humin sacrifices. If the matter should be looked into a little 
closer 4% will invariably be found that such organi sstional. slevenlinses i@ connest- 
of. bibl idealogioal looseness of cuntrian, Woe to thoes pho cannet learn from 
experience 


$t ie trae that the orgabisational base for tha Fourth International is as yet 
very narrow. In 1914, however, the tasia for the Third Intermtional was evon 
casrower. ‘The work of building up 44d not consiat, however, of grovellin: before 
opportunist erganisations of the type of the M.A.P. but on the contrary, of etrug~ 
giing for the liberation of tha workers from the ‘irfluence of such ofganisations. 
"La real initiators of the Fourth International begin with Marziet te tam 
+ afterwards into mass quantity. The smill but well hardened and eh ground 
om eplite, hews @ni shapes heavy beams. We should begin with an as of eel. Swen 
nete the mans of production is deciaive. 


With regard to the 0.8.P., as in all other cases, we draw o distinction be teen 
the centrien of the workers, which is only a transition ¢tage for ani t he 
arofessiorsl centriem of many leaders among whom there are alse incusbles. That 
\? Will met with the majority of the 0,8.P. workers on the road te thy Fourth In 
urmtional-ef this we are quite certela. 


Merch 96, 1954 


* Bosides its left Finn Mees who face the 0.8-P. ani the 8,A.P. Trameel hes ales 
his right Finn Moses whose face is tvrmd towards the King's palace. 
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"Communism and the Social Order" by Albert Wetisbord. Price 10 ¢. 
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TEE "SECOND HITLER REVOLUTION" nd THe AUSTRIAN EXTLCSION | 


The executions of the leaders of the Sterm Troops, ospecially Roshm, ard the 
exponents of potty bourseois national sscisliou, above all Cragor Strasser, courled 
with thy partial Cissoliation of the 2,506,006 Stoma Troopers and: their disarnarent, 
show us closrly that tho "Hitlor Revolution" has entered inty its secom phaso. In 
its first staco it used tha petty bourzecisis to cut dom tho proletarist. Mow it 
is tho jotty btourrscisic thst is cut dawn. In vack cess Der Fushrer bad his way 
without sroat resistarco. 


By no means mst wo consider Fascism ts be rorely the reked terror of the 
bourgeoisio. The wrkin; ¢lass was cruaned by mans of ths uobilisation of tas 
srail preperty holders and do-classed political olarents ir. Germany who wera duped 
and sways by the "socialistic" phrasos of thy Fascists, Without understanding the 
program ani deracocy of the Fascists by which thoy ars able te mobilise 4ni use 
for thoir dupes tho petty vourgeoisie of the country, one canrot urderstani Fascian 
at 411. Tho recents events have put an oni to tro "socinlistic" utosian droans cf 
ths vetty beurgvoisie. It is another lesson for thea workers that the lowor middle 
Classes, doomed and decaient, can laad sohody; they can bocove only the tcol of the 
bourgssicis unless they arg tho allies of tho proletariat. Throughout all the 
evorts certain of ths drerican press openly ventured the hona that porhaps now 
there world be & rerelatisn in Germany. Vain wish. Toes Snvons beliave that with 
ths workirsclass crishod, the petty bourgsoisio, the crocoryran ond studant, will 
fight? It is now tho turn of the little stcre-keeper to bemoan his part in attack 
ing tho workingclass, ttt outside of wailings and mcanings, what elsa can one expect 
from & shop-ksener? 


To &ppreciats the new situation in Germany om rust undoratandtho deapsrate 
position or Gerran political economy and ths fact that not in ths slichtos} docree 
has this position been improved since the advent of the ditler regim. It is trua 
that there his dsun & tamporary slight woturn of industrial Ufs,. but it has affec- 
tei very fuw, ard ounter to that Gre the waneral stonondc contradictions which havo 
tece:@ severely aggravated. In 1933 Gercany was abl: to meet its debts onl: by tho 
most stringent restrictions in imports so that there would be a new favorable cal- 
arce of trado. Howevor, if in the first five uonths of lasi year thera was a favor- 
able talarce of trade of 263 million mirics, in 1934 in the sara poricd there is an 
advorso talancs, that is & deficit that vould havo to be yeild out of the sxall gold 
funds of thes country, of 178 million :srks. Hero is an illustration of the paraly- 
ging effects cf the crisis and the Jewish teycctt that has buen established. More 
ard mors Gorrany has becoz isolated in world traéo and is suing chtked to douth. 


In order te meet its bills, alreaiy Germiny has Bllowed ths gold drain tc go 
far beyond the danger point. In March 1933 tie gold covorags of ths paper monoy 
of Germany was 23.7%. This had been mintcinod by the mest @rastio repulations and 
decrees in the vcononmic history of Gerrany, comparabis onl; to tho decrees during 
the war blockade. What shall we say now that the sola coverage has dro:red down to 
24? It is clear that only tho terror of the govorment has stopped inflation in 
Germany anid that mors ard more ths German govermont is going into open tarkruptcy. 


Already Gormany has declared that it cannot pay tha interests on its privat; 
debts. Tho debt of Germany is about 12 billion marks, of which only + biliion aro 
internol ard the rest foreign. The interast alonm is far more than the availcbdle 
eash on hand. And Gormpony cannet pay in goofs 38 even the balance of trade now has 
becom wry unfavoratle. Hew can Germany pay? If she dows nct pay, France and 
England ari the other creditor countries have threatened drastic reprisals. sven 
tho U.S. has sent & sharp noto in regard to tho paymant cf the private dedts to tha 
U.S. investors. There is only ono way out, and that way spobls war. It isfdr that 
reason that, in spite of imminent harkruptcy, Garmany has increased horé militery 
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budget from 674 million marks in 1933 to 1354 million marks in 1934. It is for thie 
reason too that the imports have jumped up over the exports, for a good part of 
the imorts is the laying in of war supplies, such as njckle, copper, etc. 


Whether the government is prep3ring for. war, whether it intends to introduce 
inflation, whether it can prevent the bankruptcy of the government itself, it is 
clear that it can only go forward by new attacks on the standards of the Workers 
and little property owner. As the pressure of the crisis grows more and more 
frightful, Hitler ami the large casitalists must break more and more with the dis- 
contented petty bourgeois "Nazis" who rallied to his banner in proportion as these 
dupes want to get out of the crisis by means of applying their "socialist" slogans. 
It should be kept in mind that the "little mn" really believed that Germany was 
on the way to "Socialism" and it was this increasing g@p between the "socialism" of 
the petty bourgeéis and the "nationalism" of the industrialists and big exploiters 
that finally caused the break in National Socialism. By this time the sll 
property holder has become disillusioned. But it is now too late. 


IT 


The gap between the words and deeds of Hitler have been well illustrated by 
the events. The Nazi agricultural program called for "A system of land reform in 
accord with out: national requirements, passage of a law which shall provide for the 
expropriation without compensation of land for socially useful punpuses, for the 
abolition of ground rent and for the prohibition of speculation in land values." 
Does this program not sound very revolutionary and "socialistic", "Expropriation 
without compensation", "abolition of ground rent", "prohibition of specuiation", 
what fine phrases! How foolish the reformist Socialists look by comparison. Even 
the Communists seem to be beaten. 


The German Nazis had the same program as the French Jacobins. Here indeed is 
a@ fine example of how the liberalism of yesterday is the fascism of today! 


But what really has happened? Of course there has been no expropriation wi th- 
out compensation. The law which has actually been passed permits the farmers to 
purchase a certain proportion of the land of the Junkers at a certain heavy price. 
In short the actual accomplishment is the same as that which the Czar provided in 
1861. The Junkers will part with their worst lands at the highest possible evalu- 
ation made by the government under their control; only those Junkers will sell who 
are bankrupt and need the ready cash for their political aims thus profiting doubly 
by the legislation; the farmers will be sunk into debt from which they will never 
recover While the funds of the state anter into the pockets of their enemies. 

Very graciously the East Pomeranian Junkers have decided to "sacrifice" 20% of 
their land holdings to the farmers. “Better the concession from above than the 
seizure from below" wes the opinion of the Czar, ani these arrogant:Junkers, his- 
torically stinking, repeat the slogan in typically German manner. By graciously 
controlling the land sales the Junkers only bind the peasant still more firmly to 
the yoke of oppression than before. 


The theory of the fascists was that the agricultural middle class was the back - 
bone of the nation and every effort mst be made to take it out of the commercial- 
ism of capitalism. For centuries now the idiotic peasantry has contimed to dream 
of a system of private property without the contradictions of private property. 

And it is this idiocy that Fascism has raised into a system. Instead of removing 
the peasant. from the commercialiam of capitalism, Hitler has only chained him more 
securely to landlord and Junker. 


a 
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On September 29, 1933 there was passed the Hereditary Homestead Law which, in 
addition to defining the racial and social status of the farmer and the size of the 
farms subjact to the new law, provided that the qualified owner cannot be dispo- 
ssessed for debt, his crops cannot be seized for privaty debt, and the farm must 
pass undivided to a single heir according to local custom. Does it not all sound 
very "socialistic"? No disposses for debt, no seizure of crop for private debt. 
How wonderful it all susmed, a veritable potty-bourgeois utopia flavored with all 


the romance of feudalism, for did not the law deflare that henceforth the farmer 
was to be considered as a nobleman? 


The drab reality is far djfferent. The farmer now is not allowed to divide 
his land or give it to any one but a single heir. This has had a tremendous effect. 
The children mst now all obey the father, the youngest the oldest. It has recon- 
stituted in the village the old patriarchal conditions calculated to discipline the 
peasantry and make them ewn more docile to the ends of the Junkers. Tho agricul- 
tural workers can not roam around without special passes. The rebellious youth can 
not seek work elsewhere. Around the village there has been forged new chains en- 
trapping the masses of agrarians. 


All the economic masures trumpeted forth as being for the benefit of the agrar- 
ian masses have been for the benefit of the Jurkers and large estates only. Pro- 
hibitive tariffs have raised the prices of fats ani oils 36%, butter 45% and marcar - 
ine, Which is used by the mass of poor people in Germany, 49%. This terrible in- 
crease in the cost of living has gone directly into the pockets of the large sstate 
owners, for they alone could raise enough dairy products to profit from the tariff. 
Out of the 5,000,000 farmers in Germany, 3,000,000 own from 1 to 5 acres of lan 
entirely too small to go into dairying. Although the Nazis promised a reduction in 
jnterest to 3% nothing of the sort has been carried out. Qn the other hand, ina 
thousand ways the farmers have been delivered into the hands of the Junkers. Prices 
of foodstuffs ara fixed by government interference and through the compulsory organ- 
{zation of the farmers who are thus imprisoned in the hands of the Jurkers. 


Added to the sufferings of the peasantry due to the agrarian policy of the 
Nazis has been the scandal of the Osthilfe in which it has been uncovered that 
hundreds of millions of marks have been swindled from the government by the Junkers, 
headed by Hindenburg. The Osthilfe was organized to rastore the status of the Hast 
Prussian and Pomeranian Junker and farmer severely hurt by the world war and its 
aftermath. Instead, through the most wanton corruption and graft, the money has 
been almost entirely pocketed by the former aristocracy. Hindenburg himself got 
away with a grant of land equal to 500,000 acres. 


All these concessions was ths method by which the Nazis wanted to accomplish 
the separation of the country massos from the city workers, for one thing, and for 
another thing, to bribe the Junkers into acquisscence to the program of the indus- 
trialists. Just as the Kaiser used to rule politically and yet for the benefit of 
{ndustrial capitalists before the war, so do the industrialists want political rule, 
but are willing to give juicy morsels to the former rulers, thu Junkers, whom they 
so badly need. 

tia 


When the "first Hitler Revolution" occurred the mass of petty bourgeoisie in 
the city had the idea that there would take place immediate public control over all 
industries and compulsory carteliz-tion. Tho vight to fire employees would be cur- 
tailed. There would be a storm trocn commissac over all industry etc. Competition 
would come to an end. Here was the “soctalis=" of the littia fellow, viz., to com 
trol the big fellow and to smash tie proicturiat. The Garcan,idea, be it noted, was 
quite different from the idea of the littl» tusiness wan 2 generation ago. Then he 
dreamed of "busting the trusts", today in Germany he wants to control the trust 
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directly. Trusts, Yas, but run by ani for the “msa""nanaly the little property 
holder whom the trust is threatening to ruin. 


These illusions came to an end speedily enough. True, the unions were smashed, 
the wages lowered and unemployment insurance drastically cut down. In some places 
the richt to fire was temporarily curtailed and for 4 short tine thers were "brown- 
shirt commissars". But in tho end, 211 recounded to the creat benefit of the in- 
dustrialists who are indeed the real masters of Germany and Hitler today. Duo to 
subsidy, speculation ani war preparations, iniustry did rise from 63 to 73 (1928 be- 
ing 100) but no benefit accrusd to the messes. Tax exemptions were given to owners 
who replaced obsolete machinery or repaired buildings or hired more workers. Sore ~ 
times the amount of the subsidy given tha mmfacturer for hiring a worker wus far 
higher than the wages paid to this worker! And to cap the clirux the Nazis asta- 
blished the same status in the factory as in the country. Every boss became a 
little Fuehror, another Hitler, and the workers were to be the followers. No nore 
conmercial capitalist relations, but paternal relations were to be established in 
the factory. In this manner the class struggle was to give way to the industrial 
regimentation of the workers as robots for the bossus. The dream of the city pro- 
fessional technician, and scientist that he would be called upon to supersede the 


capitalist, came rudely to an em. 


Simblarly, in the domain of trade, the Nazi program had read: "Woe demand the 
creation of a healthy middle class and ite preservation, the immediate socialization 
of the lerge department stores ani the renting of their facilities at minimum rates 
to small merchants and preferential treatment to smll tradesmen and merchants in 
the awarding of national, state and municipal contracts". To carry out this program 
the petty bourgeois store-keeper had demanded an attack on the Jewish merch2nt, the 
department store, the foreign chain store and the co-operétive. In this way, and 
through preferential treatment, he hoped to stave off competition and ruin. 


Alas for these dreams of the shop-keeper. True, the Jew was attackud, out the 
wealthy Jew always could escape. True, the brown-shirt ruffians invaded the little 
businesses and took control, but it was found that he was simply a racketeer who 
pocketed the amount for himself and he was soon wiped out. True, there was some 
attack on the departrent and chain stores. But this was abanioned when it ms pein.- 
ed out that this would involve the investment of the bankers who could not be molas- 
ted. At the same time there took place a severe let down in trade generally due to 
the impoverishment of the masses and the rise of pricus ami taxes. Thero was ieft 
only the attack on the cooperatives. 


The cooperatives, as Marxist organizations, had been emashd at tho same time 
as the trade unions ami political parties of the workers, and their property con- 
fiscated. It should be kept in mind that the mumber of cooperative stores in Ger- 
many totaled 50,000 and thet oven in the depression year of 1932 they did half a 
billion dollars worth of business or 5% of the total of all retail trade in the 
country. It was no wonder that the sx@ll shop keeper felt himself driven to the 
wall. They hailed with glee the seizure of the cooperatives. But soon somataing 
hanpened. As soon as the Nazis took over the stores they discovered what 2 womer- 
ful nast-egg it could be for themselves. Why should they dissalve the cooperatives 
ond turn them over to tha little store keeper when the Nazis could run the coopera- 
ctves themselves? Here was an immense business. It would mean jobs for at least 
250,000 Nazis, graft in the millions, great powor. And so the brown shirt wurder 
pests took over the cooperatives for themselves ami the little shop keeper paradise 


crashed to earth again. 


4 » 
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Similarly have the illusions vanished as to unemployment. The official figures 
which show a big reduction in the number of unemployed are obviously padded. Tf un- 
employment has been reduced it has been by the following methods which it would be 
well worth while to study. First of all several hundred thousand had beon forced to 
flee the country; others, numbering perhaps many more, have been too terrurized to- 
apply for relief and have been stricken off the rolls. Tens of thousands have been 
arrested and placed in concentration camps. At the same time the attack was ‘mado! 
against the Jews and they too were driven out of the jobs and professions which had 


been theirs. A terrific drive was started to oust women from all occupations under 
the slogan: Woman's place is in the hom. 


Further, youth from 16 to 25 have been taken off jobs and spent into labor ser- 
vice camps and registered as employed. In parts of the country there has beon esta- 
blished compulsory labor service. Public works have been established on an enormous 
scale (military roads for automobiles) and in this way the unemployed numbers less- 
ened. Finally the enrollment of 2,500,000 storm troopers and their feeding and 
clothing, also was used to lower the figures of the registered unemployed. It was 
by all of these means that Hitler "reduced" unemployment, but it has only worsenéd 
the real. situation in Germany. 


In other ways, too, the petty bourgeoisie has been reduced to mere puppets of 
the large capitalists. One of the first acts of Hitler was to wipe out the old state 
rights and centralize the government. The city heads are now appointed by the cen- 
tral government as in France. This, of course, removed a large number of cushy jobs 
from the old sections of the petty bourgeoisie and has turned them over to the Nazi 
forces as bribes to keep themin line. The struggle within the church has been of 
a similar nature. In every possible way, Hitler has tried to divide the layers of 
the masses and to upset on section in order to raise another and to prevent unity 
among them. 


IV. 


The conspiracy against Hitler which resulted in the executions of the storm 
troop leaders, their "socialistic" theoreticians like Strasser and their reaction- 
ary guide Von Schleicher, originated primarily over the question who should control 
the army. Fundamentally, of course, it was the question who shall rule, the fren- 
zied declassed lumpen elements backed up by the petty bourgeoisie, or the real rul- 
ers of Germany, the industrialists and big capitalists. The issue was never in 
doubt. In this respect the history of German Fascism only repeats the history of 
Jtalian Fascism. In the beginning, Mussolini, too had to use the petty bourgeoisie 
for his own purposes of pulling the chestmuts out of the fire for international 
capital. No sooner was he in power when he began to put down his former allies and 
show them their place. The process took two years and culminated in the Matteoti 
affair. It was by the murder of Matteoti that Mussolini finally showed that not the 
petty capitalist but big finance capital would rule Italy. It was in this way that 
the Italian fascist terror finally broke with the masses. Up to then, to a con- 
siderable extent it had been mss terror, now it was terror over the masses. 


Similarly in Germany. Up to now it was the Storm troops who Were armed and oen- 
gaged in terror. The rank and file storm trooper really felt himself important and 
believed he was controlling the destiny of Germany and of Europe. With him lay the 
future of the world. This too has proved a chimera. When the Reichswehr was to be 
increased to 300,000 from 100,000 men, Hitler took great care to seo to it that the 
storm troops did not enter the army. Over ani above the S.A. (storm troops) Hitler 
sent his S.S. (special guards) to control them and to protect his interests. In- 
stead of smashing the Stahlhelm, which had been the original demand of the Storm 
Troops, he incorporated them into the S.A. thus diluting the S.A. troops and woaken- 
ing their "socialistic" ideas. Thus gradually Hitler was drawing the noose tight 
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around his own former supporters and prepared to give them "the works". The clash 
with the storm troops was inevitable. The victory of Hitler was inevitable. 


Repeatedly the Secialist and Commnist Parties have played up the discontent of 
the storm troops with their msters and havo prophusied that there would by rebellion 
and what not. It is with these fairy tales that tho bursaucrats of both these par- 
ties fead the messes. Sipping their coffev in the cafes of Paris or in Moscow thoy 
"predict" revolution ovory so ofton in thoir desperate offort to hold their prestige. 
But if the organized labor movement was not victorious, how could tho spontaneous 
mss rebollion be mre so? If tho Commnist Party gavo up without a fight, will the 
disorganized workers now do bettor, If Hitlor was not defeated when ho wie weak and 
was not yct in powor, can ho bo when he is strongly ontrenchod for over a year in 
power and has immense resourcos at his command? If the Communists ran away whon 
the interests of the workers were at stako, would the workers fight when tho inter- 
est of the brown shirt murderers and petty bourgeois scum are at stake? 


These "heroes" who head tho Communist and Socialist Partivs and who ran away 
and left the workors to thoir fatc, do they kmow what it msans to live ani fight 
under the Nazi terror? Do thoy know how much the masses have to suffer to rebuild 
their own illegal apparatus and cloan out from their ranks tho old fakers ar 
traitors who have learnod nothing and would still keve hope in the Socialist and 
Communist internationals? It is easy in Now York for Willi Muenzenberg to predict 
revolution but the masses in Germany have only contempt for him. He has so dustroy- 
ed the revolutionary movement that it will be some timo before the remnants are 
really gathered together and organized in a now commnist revolutionary movement 
under the bannor of a Fourth Intornatiorml. 


The fact is that tho recent events in Germany have been in the nature of a 
"Socond Hitler Revolution". The base of Hitlor has becom very much marrowod. He 
can no longer rely on his mss terror. The struggle for power now remains 4 struggle 
among the big propertied classes themselves, especially between tha industrialists 
ami the Junkers. The old liberal bourgeoisic has beon wiped out. The fight between 
the Nationalist and Nazi partics ondod in the victory of the Nazis, due to the super- 
iority of the city over the country, due to the powor of the industrialists, and 
their willingness to bribe the Junkers into acquicscence. Similarly was the fight 
between the Stahlhelm and the Stormtroops terminated by a compromise that took in 
the Stahlholm, with its aristocratic traditions, into the Nazi ifront. But the fight 
still goes on and while Thysson and Schacht are the economic masters there will have 
to take place some compromise with the Junker aristocracy of Germany and so:ie shar- 
ing of the powor with them. Tho fight betweon Junker and Industrialist cari and must 
be compromised. 


After all, this was done in Italy. In 1919 the platform of Mussolini called 
for the abolition of the monarchy and the establishment of a republic. This ho would 
not do. Yet Hitler is rolatively weaker than Mussolini and the Kaiser is stronger 
than was Victor Inmamel, despito tho fact thht the Italian King,unlike the Kaiser, 
had not abdicated the throne and fled the country. The industrialists need tho 
Junkers. The German industrialists have never had political power before. They 
need the Jurkers in the arny ani in the diplomtic corps, as their face ani symbol 
of unity, as their staff of organizers. Bosides, the Junkers control key parts of 
Germany, especially in the East. If war takes place in the East, and it can take 
place only in that direction, thon these sections of the ruling class must do appoas- 
3d, must be brought into the very ruling stratum of the stato itself. 


As wa wrote in September 1932 "It is after all the Germany of the Kaisor that 
romains tho symbol of what was powerful and gloriously victorious. Under the Kaiser 
Gormany was at the supreme point of its carser. For overy intellectual there was 
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the opportunity of a position in the stato apparatus or in the staff of the growing 
concerns. For covery business man there was the promise of the great success that 
Gerran Imperialism hold out to him. For every worker there was the sop of reforms 
of one part or another to seduce him into inactivity..... 


"Tho Nazis promise to bring back the old glory that was Deutschland's. But the 
weak-chinned, Charlie-Chaplin-mustached hysterical Hitler cannot do this. For this 
role there is needed a Napoleon, a dynasty, a tradition, a nam; much more so than 
the king is needed in Italy. And the ExCrown Prince is ready. Willi he be the power 
that is needed, or will he be only another Napoleon the Little? This is another 
Question. At any rate the German business men need the quiet authority, the military 


Pease the organizing ability of the Royalists. And the ExCrown Prince stands 
ready". 


Vv 


Ths explosion in Austria, the mrder of Dollfuss, mass murderer himself, and 
the resultant Nazi rebellion brings into the most startling relief the relation of 
: the inner to the outer politics of Germany and shows us the utter impossibility of 

the present situation. 


Ons thing is clear, Austria can not remin as she is. She must wither be re- 
duced to a somi-colony of the victorious powers operating her through Italy, or be- 
come fused with Germany. In our opinion the might of Germany will prove superior to 
the policy of Italy or of the others. 


The Wiping out of Dollfuss is the wiping out of the bonapartist regime which he 
symbolized. With the destruction of the socialists and workers organization there 
remains now only the fascist croupings which are divided into two antagonistic sec- 
tions: the Heinwehr and the Austrian Nazis. Hovering above them is the regular 
army. Crushed beneath them is the proletariat. The failure of the Nazi rebellion 
is another indication of the difficulty of winning a revolt where tho army is against 
not with you. And in this case tho Nazis had to fight without the proletariat who 
had been defeated previously. 


The defeat of the Nazis raises the question whether Hitler did not want this 
defeat. Already for sono time he had formally separated the Austrian from tho Ger- 
man Nazis and his actions in removing certain Germans from Austria, in closing the 
border at critical moments and in refusing to allow thu Austrian legion to fight 
may bespeak a certain fear of the Storm troop rank and file. This much is clvar: 
the iniustrialists have far less control in Austria than in Germany. Imeed they 
control only through Germany. The Storm Troops victorious in Austria would have 
meant the petty-bourgooisie armed and in power, at precisely the moment when they 
Were being shot in Gormany -- a dangerous coincidence. Canit be, then, that Hitler, 
knowing Austria must fall into Germany's lap, deliberately allowed the Austrian 
Storm Troops to be shot down so as to reach the sama conclusions through negotiations 
and compromise rather than through force, After all the Austrian Nazis did accom- 
pPlish their first aim -- the destruction of the Dollfuss regimo. It is questionablo 
whether Hitlor wanted them to go beyond this mereviy negative task and the further 
task of putting just so much pressure on the government as to force its fusion with 
the Gernan rulors. 


The Austrian affair came at the proper moment for Hitler. It again gave the 
petty-bourgeois masses the hope that they were going to com up on top and that they 
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were really playing a rele in history. Besides it took attention away from inter- 
nal difficulties to external fields of conquest. Should Austria fall into Hitler's 
lap it will be a big day for Gorman Fascisn. 


However, the victory of the Hoirwohr is a very temporary one. It is & victory 
of the country over tho city; it was accomplished with the aid of a hated foreign 
power; it will run into a blind alloy from which there can be no emergenco save corm 
promise with the Hitlor rogiro. What is the future of Austria without Germany? 

Tied together by race and history and by sconomic necessity Austria and Germany can 
be kept apart only by tho most strinzunt use of force. And this alone can not do 
the job. The Austrians will not ullow themselves forever to be buffetud about like 
a football in a contest detwoon this or that imperialist power. They will 5. forcod 
to choosy. The Austrian property holders will choose Gor-any. 


What is Italy's interest in Austria? Merely a negative ons. To prevent Ger- 


rany from growing strong in a southern direction; to prevunt Austria from isproving 
in any direction. To keep Austria constantly dependent upon itself and its <llivs, 


this is Italy's schezc, but a lost ons. To work with Austria and Hungary ani 
Rownania so as to establish a sreat influence in Contral Europe and to outflanic 
Jugo-Slavia ani defeat Fronch intorests, this is tho schexe of Mussolini. Dut how 
can Austria be kept permanently weak? For this the tonapartism of Dollfuss was tho 
best Italian weapon for it reant Austrian capitalist wmity rested only on a isadlock 
of forces. But procisuly this rosino could not last very long. It had to fall. It 
has fallen. Will ths Austrian Heinwehr fascists long permit themselves to srist 
without perspective or future, merely as a tool of Italy? 


It is clear that this cannot be. The Austrian fascists therefore uust wurn to 
some way out. The woy out tends to be the monarchy - the rustoration of tho Haps- 
burgs. But here again are encountored severe difficultios. Ths restoration of the 
Hapsburgs can moan only the beginning cf the reconstitution of the Austro-Funcar- 
ian Empire - or an attempt in that direction. Tho Hunzarian irpovorishod aristo- 
cracy is quite willing for that alliance. They they can begin again thoir ..ttiacks 
on Czecho-Slovakia and Jugo-Slavia, sarticularly the latter. To Franco ani to 
Czecho-Slovakia, much as they hate to see the end of the dependence of Austria, iuch 
as they hate to see Italian interference, yet it is better for then that Gor any se 
defeated ani tho Hapsburgs rise to power again than that Austria bo with Gorrarr. 
For the fusion of Austria with Germany means a zreater Gourrany of 80,000,009 neoplo, 
a terrible menace to the entire French continental syste... Czecho-Slovaria would 
then be surrounded on three sides and Poland on two. A terrific wedee would be laid 
down in middle Europe and Jugo-Slavia brought within its influence, am fror: thanc2 


down into Turkey. 


On the other hand the rise of the Hapsburgs is an intolerable situation for 
Jugo-Slavia. It can cnly result in a Danubian alliance against her and tho cise of 
a stronger powor on the north that together with Italy can snuff cut her oxistunco. 
For her the whole valu of tho Versailles Treaty thus will come to an ond. indood 
the avents in Austria have givon the final death blow to the whole syster. of Vorsail- 


les. Thus Jugo Slavia would consider it far better to have a Nazi Austria thun a 
Hapsburg om, and on no account would tolerate tho invasion by the Italian forces 
into Austria itself. Whatever the outcome the death of Dollfuss has split the 
French imporialist system wids open on the European continunt. 
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The quostion before tho Austrian bourgeoisie and ruling class is, which is 
botter to their interests, fusion with Germany or "Independence" through the Haps- 
burgs. But Austria can not live with a hostile Germany. Day by day the influence 
of tho Nazis met grow stronwor. Lot us remerber that the socialistic workers are 
deadly onemies of the Hoinwohr who shot thom down. Let us remember that tha indus- 
trial might of Gormany is far sroater than thut of thy bribes of Italy. And thus, 
if we retain realistic, Wo riist seo that in spite of the defeat of the Austrian 
Nazis, in reality they have won thoir point. No government can last without the 
Nazis in Austria. Either fusion with Gormany or what is really tho same thing ~-- 
the Nazis in tho govermaunt, or perpotuel rebollion, perpetual tumult and chaos. 


But if the Nazis are to win Austria they rust make some sort of cencession to 
the aristocratic agrarian elements within Austria. In a preceding article in the 
Class Strugely (Vol 4 No.3) we have already pointed out that "the swallowing of 
Austria by Germany cannot proceed Without some struggles". Tho question here is 
what is the relation between the agrarian aristocrats of Germany and those of Austria. 
Do the Hapsburgs and Hohenzollerns work together or against each other? 


If Austria and Gurrany unite, it cannot be under the Hapsburgs. This would be 
to make tho tail wag the dog. It can only be under the rule of whoever rules Ger- 
many. It is this that forces the Junkers of Germany to support the Nazi forces in 
their attack against their brothor aristocrats in Austria. On the other hand, the 
return of tho Hohénzollurns in Gerrony will do much to restore the old power of the 
Austrian aristocracy. Wo have already secon that the industrialists would welcom, 
under some circunstancos, tha return of tho Monarchy. They would be willing to rake 
Some concessions to have the Kaisor return, provided, of course, it would be under 
the hegemony of the intustrialist and financial big capital of Germany. The Kaiser 
carinot be rostored to his old role but ho can still play a considerable role. Tha 
restoration of the German Kaiser can be procisely that force which can fuse all the 
propertiod classes tozothor both in Germany and Austria and will pave tho way for 
the finevitablo imperialist war towards the East. a wy 
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PASSAIC EIGHT YEARS AFTERWARD 
by Vera Buch 


It is interesting indeed to ro-visit a city one knew long 4go, e specially 
when that city is ono which was the scene of such & profound oni all-erbracing labor 
dram as the Passaic strike. Ono gets for a rorent an entirely erroneous impression 
that timo stands still, as ths old streots, the mills, the old facos reappear scarec- 
ly changed. A fow wrinkles in tho foreheads of the old fighters, tho children wo 
used to feed in the soup kitchons of thy Woren!'s Councils coming in to the head- 


quarters now as nembors of this or that adult organization. But these ore trivial 
things. ; 


The rost striking symbol of the chango of eight years is a sign on & prominent 
winiow on Main Aveme, in the very heart of the town, just a few doors fror where 
the strike headquarters was in 1926: "Khaki Shirts of Anorica; U.S.Fascist". dere 
not 80 long ago an effort was rade to rally the unemployed and rany Itelianw oriers 
cane around. But the only program was to send a telegram to Roosevelt 2bout the 
C.W.A. jobs, and sinco nothing was accomlishod and no organization built, tao work- 
ers foll away. Somo of these Italian workors are now joining the Workers Unemployed 
Union. Fascism is springing up too in another section of the city, and motin:s of 
several hundreds have boen held among the Gerrans in Neubauer's Hall. A fertile 
ground for the fascist seed is the Germin population which from the begiming was 
favored by the German bosses of the mills, getting al1 the best jobs in the mill and 
the steady jobs in timo of depression. It was this section that furnished most of 
the scabs in 1928, as woll as sore good fighters. But Julius Forstmam, sowWe are 
told, has given orders that any om employed in his mills joining the Fascist rarice 
is to be irmediately thrown out of his job, and thirty-odd have already been fired. 
Forstmann anti-Fascist? No-but the firms handling his cloth are composed of Jews, 
and you know how business is these days. 


In tha days of the striko, there were languago socicties around which the work- 
ers flocked, lodged then for the most part in plain wooden houses. Now the Polish 
National Hore, the Russian National Home, have fledged out in nasnificent bi;; trick 
buildings,; equipped inside with every possible convenience-pool-roons, tars, loung 
ing rooms, dancehalls, etc. Ani in this change a certain ovolution-far frou 2 pro 
gressivo one, of the working population stands out. Small business mon 2nd foromen 
form the core of those lancusge societies and suppert them fimsncially. Tho workors 
join to have support, to got a job, for protection, in other words. Sox yours 
ago, the Communists had fractions in these groups powerful onough to sway the policy 
But such fractions have now disappeared, and the middls class redi~baitin; patriotic 
elements and the church are now in full control. Thus tno language society, like 
the American fraternal orders, becoms & most efficient vehicle of class collavoration 


The dingy strects, the squalid tenements, are unchanged. Passaic is a ty ical 
drap mill-town, typical especially of the life of tho foreign-born in America, who 
came here two or three decades ago with signs on thoir chests "Botany", "Gera" uni 
wore horded from New York out to spend their lives working in those mills. It has 
not changed, this workers life in which the mill, the church, the bedroom, forwd 
a monotonous triangle. But now over all hovers the crisis, the unegployment, iikos 
& great crushing weight. The woolen mills arowrking from 10 to 20% of capacity on 
a staggor system. A few favorites only work steadily ani the mjority of thse work- 
ars got two or threo days work in the month. The rubber mills are considerably more 
active, but they also are not up to capacity, nor can they absorb more thana ell 
fraction of the unemployed. The parks are crowded with the permanently unemployed 
whe have degersrated into chronic card-players. The youth in the factories scoff 
at a union leaflet, or hang around the street corners, as everywhere. Since the 
YCL and tho YPSL have failed to rake any impression on them for whose mill will thoy 
become grist? 
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The relief in New Jersey is on a disgracefully lew level. Tho food ticket 
system prevails will all its huniliations and inconveniences. The amount avsragas 
around a dollar per porson ina family. Rents are paid when aneviction takes placa 
and the family is shoved around from pillar to post finding new quarters. Undernour 
ishrent and sickness are rife. On top of this the State B.R.A. instituted aworz 
relief system whereby the hoad of tho family receiving the food tickot is caliod out 
to work on city projects for a few days or a week per month until ho has wre«si. out 
the amount of the relief recoivod. Fifty conte of his "earnings" per hour g to Py 
off the roliof, and in addition he is handed tho megnificent cash "bore" of iD 
cents an hour! No wonder, when the Workers Unemployed Union, with Sam Fisher as 
organizer, called a few meetings for the project workers, the response was a }nost 
100% and a strike vote was readily taken. The strike cleaned out the projects and 
the Workers rallied in large mumbers to our headquarters. 


The strikes against the vork relief have been general throughout New Jersoy. 
In Passaic ani Paterson they were called by tho Workers Unemployed Union, but in 
most sections they were spontansous walk-outs which local conservative elerents 
were able to get control. Nevertheless, they have been so effective that the State 


‘has decided to go on cash relief (the main derand of the strikers) although the 


actual putting into effect of this measure was held up for a time. 


The role of the Communist Party in the situation has been such that certainly 
the ruling class and their agents must have sat back and laughed, and congretvlated 
themselves that hired agent provocateurs have becore superfluous in the wortats! 
movement with these people around. In Passaic the Unemploynent Council had been, 
as everywhere else, dead, after a feeble spurt of activity when the OWA was.enied. 
The strike in Passaic was, as we have said, called and organized by tho Workes 
Unerployed Union (affiliated with the Passaic Valley Organization Comalites) aad 
the organizer, Sam Fisher, was @ mexber of the Communist Leaguo of Sirugsie- See~ 
ing an efficient orpanization being built up, the Stalinists enter upon their 
ususl role. Herbert Benjamin (he of the aeroplane "hunger" flight to Wasiungton 
& couple 6f years ago) swoops down upon Passaic armed with a squed of “orsoiul sors" 
and bushels of leaflets. Mectings are called, merbers of the Unemployro: Wuncil 
take the floor in the strike meetings of the W.U.U. and call upon the Workers to 
leave their organization and to come down to "Third Street" (The Unemploymont 
Council). Counter dermnis, much lower than those of the W.U.U. aro sot up. the 
project strikers had called for, among other things, cash wigos of 6!) ceats an 
hour for project work (in addition to relief ona cash basis) and union agss for 
skilled work. But those great radicals, ths Staliniets, finding thsso durams no 
doubt too "revolutionary" come out dereniing tho gireat wage of #5 verte an hourl 
Picture it, Commnists cal) upon workcrs to strike for 25 cents an how.s dees . 
this not mike a caricature of aay attempt at a fight against Fascich or,of Giving 
the workers & conception of struggiing faz power? 


In tho meantime, at the meotiase called by the Unemployment Council, floods 
6f slander ani vicious percensl atiacis were powrod forth. Netwithetand'ug sno 
unprecedented attacks, the W.i.J. ar 2adsie los bien edle to gather oO. B00 @“oup 
of block conmittoes 


In Paterson now for almost a year the Communist League of Struggle has dug 
in and during the winter months regular lectures, forums, classes havo been held 
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amd sors progress made. Our influenco has some effect among the union nembers but 
the chief work has been anone the unemployed. With the termination of the C.W.A. 
work at the end of March cregt activity amonz the unomployod was started. It was 
decided to send a comaittes of 25 to soo the Mayor and to prosent to hin the demands 
of the C.W.A- and Unerployed Workors. The spokesman of the delegation was Henry 
Weser who prosonted the followins resolution: 


"We make the followin: dymands upyen the City Administration of Paterson: 
a) The Mayor met immedictely call 2 special emergency sossion of the City Council 
and municipal officers sololy to consider what is to te dono to aid the unerployed 
workers. At this meeting tho C.W.A. ani Unemployed Workers Orranization will have 
ites representatives and spokesren to present out point of view and our du:anis. 
b)Al1 city funds are to be allotted to moot tho neods of tho unemployed, first of 
all. Each unemployed worker to receive a weekly minimum of $15 in cash roliof. 
c) A special fund must be raised by utilizing all the powor of the city to tax ant 
assese the wealthy property holders of the city ani county. 
4) A moratorium should be declared on all debts under fivo hundred dollars 
6) No further evictions of unemployed mst take place in Paterson. Further rent 
collecting from the unemployed to be disallowed. 
f) Evory effort must be made to reduce the tax burden thrown on tho poor by the 
Public Utilities Corporations. Especially rust the very high electric ratcs,amons 
the highest in the ontiro country te reducod ani their collections disallowsd. 
g) All the distribution of relief ani the control over relief agencies rust Lo 
handled by the orzanized labor roverwnt and unemployed organizations of the city. 


"The C.W.A. and Unemployed Workers Organization of Passaic County furthor calls 
upon the City Administration to protest arainst the cutdown of the C.1.A.work, to 
protest agiinst tho cut in pay being given, to raise its voico indoersnd for ate- 
quate unemployment insurance in cash by the zovernrunt to the end that no workar 
should receive less than a minimum of $15 a woek for no more than a 30 hour wek 
work, skilled workers to get prevailing ratos of pay." 


However, the Communist Party, pursuing the samo tactics as in Passaic was 
able to disrupt our influence to some extent and by a ranouver of enlarcin: tho 
executive, after the projoct workers care on strike, and vy dint of joining hants 
with the most backward and conservative vlerment among the workers, tho Stalinists 
have managed to got control of the executive of the strikers. But they havs dono 
this at the cost of driving avay most of the followin; of ths strike. At aracunt 
¢onference called by the party, tho Stalinists actually cllod for relief of $4 
awoek! Further they "demanded" work of "at least 30 hours a wok" and whon sore 
worker.complained that this would not be enouch for him to take care of his Zanily 
at the prevailing rates, the Party declarod that in spucial cases they would fisht 
for 40 hours work! This is the"rovolutionary" Com-mnist Purty! 


In Paterson, @ really outstanding achievement ia the formation of tho Negro 
Chamber of Labor. Within the few months since ite organization it has bon able 
to free @ young Negro worker, Charles Grant, from a prison term which throstoned 
him on a framed-up charge of assaulting an officer. Under the leadership of Cor 
vade Frark Griffin, an old-time Negro ©.P. rerber who is now in our rarks, this 
Negro group, unique in ite kind, is making steady progress. Our mxt isuuswtll 
sec & full report on this phase of our work. - 


q 


a 
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EDITORIALS 
19 Breaking Up of the Socialist Part 


The Detroit Convention of the Socialist Party marked a mile-stone in that Partypy 
history. Thoro formally began a gharp battle that far from being settled, has spread 
throughout the Party, since the principal questions of dispute have now beon brought 
before the merbership in a referendum. The crisis in the Socialist Party is an 
accurate reflection of the crisis in the ontire Socialist International, now being 
embalmed by fascism. 


Fascism has destroyed the Socialist Particos of Europe as effective organiza- 
tions, but Socialism has, in fact, paved the way for Fascism Gornany, Austria, 


France, Spain, as did Russia in the past, all have shown the barkruptcy and c oliapse 
of the Socialist International. 


In Germany there existed the strongest Socialist Party of all, yot it is pre- 
cisely in Gerrany that the greatest degeneration took place. Starting in 1918 with 
the theory that Socialism could corms in our tino (but it had to be "organized" 
socizlism, not the “anarchist socialism” of the Bolshoviks under Lenin and Trotsky) 
by 1925 the Socialist Party was declaring that capitalism was teo stabilized for 
socialism to start right away, but the min struggle had to be to keep the social 
reforms won in 1918-1919, reforms that had been granted due to the pressure of the 
masses who Were roving towards revolution. By 1932 the Socialist Party had retreat - 
ed to the position that the rain fight was to keep the Republic even though the 
social reforms Mould have to go. And with that the Socialist Party of Germany urged 
the masses to vote for Himnlenburg "to keep out Hitler” and to save the Republic. 


In 1918 the "Left Socialists" could summarize their policy as rapid extension 
of reform until reform becomes Socialism, or in other words, revolution throuch 
reform. In 1925 thie had becom save the reform and leave the revolution, or roform 
versus revolution. And by this change the "Left Socialists" showed they were only 
another variety of the "right Socialists” with whom, by this time, they had fused 
and who had always taken that position. By 1933, the Socialist Party had dogenerat- 
ed into a mere Radical Party in the European sense, that is, a party whose min aim 
was the maintenance of a bourgeois republic and to whom reform was & very secondary 
matter. Thus the Socialist Party became an anti-reform party, giving up the ontire 
struggle for social reform, indeed, allowing the fascist to becomes the "reform" party. 


As a matter of fact tho Socialist International had really died in 1914, when 
it took a nationalist chauvinist position during tho war. What has ha,penod is 
that today the corpse has begun to stink. In those days the Socialist International 
proved itself dead as a revolutiomry force, when it could mke its coalitions with 
the bourgeoisie and take power for the capitalists. Many cushy jobs and fine posi- 
tions were open to the careerist socialists as a reward for their shooting down 
of the revolutionary masses. In Germany this was especially clear, and the German 
Republic was not the result of a socialist revolution, but a result of the Socialist 
Barty shooting down the revolution. 


If the Socialist Party diod in 1914 as 4 revolutionary force, it died in 1933 
as even a bourgeois force. Now capitalism has no rore use for them, for it cannot 
grant any reforms and the time has come to break up allvorkers organizations. Cap- 
italism, has then, so to speak, declared war upon tho Socialists. Not that the 
Socialists wanted the war. It was tho capitalists that have opened fire. Herma 
the crisis in the Socialist International, hence the indignation of the Socialists, 
hence their revolutionary phrases. The @pitalists have dismissed them, have forced 
them to give up their jobs and privileged positions. They have lost thoir power to 
sell out. They are no longer needed as the stool-pigeons and murderers of the 
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workers. Honce the tears, hence the “crisis® in the International. 


Having lost their pay and their ability to votray, the Socialist bureaucracy 
have become “oppositionists". Howovor, they will not bo able to éheat history. So 
far as those workers go who were caurht in the illusions of the Socialist Partios, 
they have lost these illusions. Tho srashin: of tho Socialist Partics will eause 
these workers to Wako up. Whole sactiors of thom will be forced to the left, to- 
wards Communism 


The aventa in Austria have only accontusted this process. The Socialist Party 
in Goerrany has never. been able to explain how it was thst in all the tine that they 
were in power they never armed the masses, they novor t#iod to dieriss the resction- 
aries from the Reishswehr but kept the sare Jurkor officers in charge of the arny 
Similarly, the Socialist Party officials can never explain why they onducted the 
kind of criminal "defence" thoy did in Austria. How they "defenied" thamselves 
by shooting from the bedrooms of their dooperatives. How they were 311 caucht 
"surprised" and no real plans wero laid to meet the situation that each worker know 
was forthcoming. 


The fact is that the Socialists have been smashed in all Europe. Ani with 
this there comeg an end of an ontire ora, the end of reform. It signifies that 
capitalism has reached such a period of decay that it is no longer able even to 
have reform. If inthe old days, revolution could be bribod off by reforn, thio is 
no longer trus, since capitalism has no longer the strength to grant large-scale 
reforms. The spiral of c&pitaliem is going dowmerd, the destructive forces are 
outweighing the constructive ones. Today the fight for reform mst telescope with 
the strugzle for revolution. It is only by revolution thst the reform can be ob 
tained. Reform and revolution have becore one dialectical process, and if we, tho 
Intormtionalist Communists, do not abandon democratic olocans, if we do not atan 
don minimum demands, it is because wa know that the >drealsiown of fascien and the 
reintroduction of social reforms can only be @ transition point to make the revolu- 
tion perranent by the dictatorship of the prolotariat. 


II 


The present conflict in the Socialist Party is not the firet of its kind. In 
1917, with the Russian Revolution and the ontrance of the J. &. into the world war, 
there arose within the Socialist Party a left wing that was moving towards Commnisn 
and raised the same issues as the present left wing doos. By 1919 this left wing 
was expelled from the Socialist Party and became the Communist Party ani Commnist 
laber Party. In competition with the Commniste, the Socialist Party tod on a 
very "Red® aspect. Despite the many expulsions, the mass of Socialist members de- 
manied action. The Socialist Party even considered affiliation to the Cowmmnist 
International, They were willing to accept the Dictatorship of the Prolotariat 
(although they wanted to interpret it in the "Hillquit manner", namely, that only 
after the workers are in the mjority in office through the ballot, and not through 
insurrection, should they establish a workers dictatorship) and 19 of the 21 pointe 
laid down to them by Lenin and Trotsky. Two of them, ("only two") however, they 
were not willing to accept - exactly those two which involved the right of an intor~- 
national center to exact disoipline over ite national sections. Not to be disci- 
plined by the internation@l.center was another way of saying that they nanted to 
“accept” the Communist International in words but be free to stab it in the back in 
fact; that the Socialist Party did not want gemine interrationaliem, but that Hili- 
quit and company were only mainouvering against their own real left wingers here at 
home. 


; > 
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With the end of the first revolutionary wave in 1923 the Socialist Party 
rapidly degenerated further and further. Thoy cam out for a Farmer~Lubor Party 
and Were Willing to liquidate thoir own organization to got it. They tock out 
the words “class struggle" from thoir docurents. ("What's in a nares, Comrades?") 
They bec@me the mere hand-raideng for tho A.F.L. bureaucracy helping then every- 
where to sell out the workers. But they lost their foreign-born members to @ very 
great extent, and with thom, rost of the unskilled workers who at one time had be+ 
come attached to the Socialist Party. In their stead the Socialist Party becarno 
filled with the college-boy, American-faco typo members of the League for Industrial 
Democracy who were crying for "justico" and the right kind of “othics" and who like 
sheep followed the shepherd, Norman Thomas, into tho fold. 


The rises of fascism in Europe and tho terrible crisis in the U.S. since 1929 
has forcod a change in the Socialist Party. The A.F.L. bureaucracy wae having a 
more difficult time of it, the unions were withering away, the treasuries disappear- 
ing, salaries were not being paid, etc.. The intellectuals and American collego- 
boys who had joined the Sociaiist Party at firet "to do good" now found themselves 
hungry. They became more serious as they grew more impoverishéd. Thoy discovered 
their careers Were no longer basing "sacrificed" because they bo longer had any ca~- 
reese to loss. Thasoe olerents, therefore, began to movo to the "left" and this ten- 
dency was accelerated by the death of Hillquit removing tho principal leader of the 
Socialist Party from the scens and sharpening all centrifugal tendoncies. 


At the same time, the new situation that arose with the NRA could only haston 
the inevitable clash within tho Socialist Party. The NRA gave an enormous impetus to 
the A.F.L. bureaucracy, allowing them to recover part of their lost ground and to 
assume thoir old arrogance. On the other hand the masses themselves were moving to 
the left, and precisely at & time when all other forces, like the Communist Party, 
were. showing their own incompetanmse and were failing to take advantage of ths situa- 
tion. It is no wonder, then, that the Detroit Convention should have shown such 
conflicting forces as to shatter the unity of the Socialist Party. 


The Detroit Convention. exposed six groups fighting for the leadership. Three 
ef them, the Jewish Daily Forwards cliquo, the Milwaukee Leader crowl, and the New 
Leader-Rand School outfit all bolonged to the right wing. Each of these groups ,how- 
ever, had their own bureaucratic interests to carry out, and while they united on 
basic points against the’ *ioft", thoy were not able at all tims to prosent a 
solid front. 


In between the "right" and tho so-called "left" was tho Norman Thomas, "“old- 
intellectualiat" crowd of woll doors of the L.I.D. They were really dseciassed 
Liberals who want to do good and who sway according to tha winds of the morent in 
trying to bo “fatr" and to do the "right thing". Pushed by the uprooted intslloct- 
uals and panic stricken olements within the Socialist Party, hated as they wore by 
the "rights", the Norman Thomas group occupied a “centor" position. 


To the "left" were the "Militante" (1934 variety, the 1933 varioty,headed by 
such @e McAliator Colorau. Ard Paul Blanchard having collapsod, duo to Blanshard 
going to La Guardia and tho drurken irresponsiblo conduct of Goleman) and ths now 
group tho "Revolutionary Policy Committoo". Botwoon those two groups there were 
not such great differences that they could not unite. They differed as to the 
Hos tons as to the regions where they wore influential, the type of groups. around 

my: their standing in the party, their emiasis on this or that point of the 
pzvgsan, viz., centralization of organization, friondliness to Russia, friendliness 
to tho Lovestones group, etc. This whole laft wing was exceedingly weak. 


The issues® of the fight took place over the policy of the Socialist Party on 
tho N.R.A., ‘on the trade unions, on tho International Socialist Bureau, and on 
e-ganization and a Declaration of Principles. The "left" resolution on tho N.P.A. 
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that the N.R.A. contained the germs of fascism, was carried although tho "right" 
amended it to take out the sting directed against the union officials. On the 
trade union resolution, the "risht" wing won the point that thero mist be no attack 
on the officials of the A.F.L. although thera wera inserted tho points of ths "left" 
that it is the Job of the Socialists te organise the unorganized and it is not al- 
Ways necessary to turn thom over to the AFL althouch they wore not in favor of dual 
uronism. In rogard to criticising the International Bureau, the "loft" was soundly 
defeated, but on the Declaration of Principles, it was the "left" that wonand com 
bined with the Norman Thomas rroup it was tho "left" that tock over the new nation- 
&l executive committee. 


The new Declaration 6f Principles is fur from a germmirs revolutionsry document 
It declares that there ars more Ways than one for the workers to take powur. They 
are..for domscracy, until democracy collapses. Then, when-and if d&mcracy olianges, 
the Socialists would show them. If war came, if fascism cary, then the Socialists 
Would uso @1] means to exterminate thom and establish the rule of the werkers. All 
this could not be deoided now but later at the time of the collapse, if and whon, 
it came. However, it was clear thet democracy was defective ani the Sooialist 
party should defend thoes who pointed out this and warned tho workers of tho forth- 
coming evente. 


It ie not our purpose in this article to make an analysis of the wishy-washy 
centrism of the Declaration of Principles, ite vacillating and petty bourrocis char- 
acter. What we do have to emphasize ie that this declaration, which ¢ompured wth 
the immediately preceding position of the Socialist Party is such a step forward 
but compared to tho 1919 stase so backward, novertholess has forcvud the issuo of 
reform or revolution, in one way or another, inte tha Socialist Party. This issus 
will split the Socialist Party. 


The now left wing of the Socialist Party Which is in closy conmotion with 
tho Norvan Thoras group and now controls the oxecutive of the Socialist party is 
not & genuine revolutionary outfit. It may contain sora elements who ae really 
moving to the left, and with thase, it is our duty to converses fratarnally, to work 
with them ani to bring them closer to us than before. But thy leadorsnip of this 
left wing group is-rather of the de<classed "New Deal" variety. What thoy really 
want is & "Now Deal" Socialism. In that respeét certain tendencies to anpitcl.tion 
to fesciem can te noticed. Tha now executive has eliminated tho Jews exntirsly.It 
has replaced them partly with now members from tho West. The leaders =f thy lft 
wing compose & sort of "brain trust" with "Professor Krusgor" and "Professer Albert 
S. Coolidge" etc. Those ara not reliable elements. Tuoy are lost souls who can 
jump from one position to anothor anid can load the prolotariat only into tho swamp 
where these positions 4re placed. 


III 


The fight in Detroit is only the beginning of the broédk-up of the Scclalist 
Party. The factional fighting has begurr. It is being carried to the untire te. 
bership through the referendum. Two altermatives aro hore possible. ‘hs 7 irgt 
altornative is that the right wing will win the party roferomium. Ghould this 
occur then there would be no plit, although sore members might drop out cr stics 
cet expelled. For generally tte left wing is too cowardly to intenst?y t..0 Pact- 
fonal fighting and split- the party. The essence of these conciliatcrs iuw bo 
haveh against the Corrmnists but very soft to the right wing with whom thoy have 
been joined for so many years ard whom they believe they can "roforr. 


An entirely different situation will prosent iteclf should the loft:in; win 
the day. If tho left wing allows the Thomas policy to be carried out, it will pot 
at all be a gemino left wing, for the line of Thoras is to soften down anta, onions 
to harmonize everything, and to weaken 411 forms of the class strugrle. Should, 
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however, the left wing go forward, should it merely demand, for example, that tho 
right wing obey the discipline of the party and follow tho new line, should the 
leftwing begin to take ovor the newspapers of the party, thon thore must rosult a 
split. It is inconceivable that the wealthy bureaucracy of the Jewish Baly Forward 
or the Milwaukee Leadsr will allow its jobs to be taken away without splitting. 


Should the right wing split, it will be followed by the chief offioials and 
trained functionaries of tho party, the pross ani Band School apparatus and the 
trade union contacts. In that caso the more likely alternative is that this group 
will concentrate on building up a "Labor Party". Thoy will becom the political 
guide for the A.F.L. They will swing even still further to the right, and lost all 
right to call themselves even"Socialists." 


On the other hand, what will happen to the Left? Now in charge of tho party a- 
and left to themselves, they would be ground to pieces. If they meant business, the 
Gloments that call themselves "left" would have to fight first of all against 
yorman Thomas 2na4 remove him from influence, and then against their own potty boure 
geola leaders (Krueger et al) This can be done only through one convulsion aftor 
another, which will shake the heterogeneous mass left in the Socialist Party, to 
its foundations ani will cause layer after layer to drop out. The "New Deal" 6o- 
cialist Party can only become like the I,L.P. of Great Britain, lost in tho woods. 
It will not know where to turn. If it genuinely goes along the road of the class 
struggle, it will have to become more and rore Communist and eventually fini iteolf 
in the rarks of Communism. 


‘Thus the split in the Socialist Party will mt lead merely to a purging of tho 
Socialist Party, it will lead to a real break-up of Socialist roformism entirely. 
It is not merely the split but a compicte disintogration and shattering of tho Par- 
ty that is the more probable altermative. 


In the light of this perspective, what should be the attitgde of the Comin. 
iste? Wiset of all, and above all, wo should follow tho advice of Comrade Troteky 
in dealing with the presont centrists, to have no illusions concerning thom, not 
to blur differences, but to state exactly what is. Precisely because sections of 
them must come to Communism, mst the Communist groupe thoroughly exposa the enor 
mous differences between reform and revolution, between Socialism and Coranisn 
as programs ani policies of @ction. 


It has been positively disgusting to see the fawning and sycophanting atti- 
tude of the Lovestoms ani Cannons ani Gitlows around these elements of tho Social- 
ists. The attig@ude of these zroups show that they are tecoming tired of the struc- 
gle, they would like to rest tnoir weary heads on ths bosom of some tWo-and-a-lalf 
International where 411 the opportunists could cease from strife. 


On the other hand, we cannot agrec With the sterile policy of the Stalinists 
to whom everyone not in the C0.P. must be considered fascist or social-fascist. It 
is our duty to help the real left-ward moving Socialists to reech their goal, ro- 
volutionary struggle. We rmst separate the honest "left" from the "cheats and do= 
ceivers" who only put ona "left" covering ani we must mercilessly expose the for= 
mer. Whilo pointing out tho hopelessness of contrism genorally, yet in avery pos- 
sitle way We must try to win over the centrist memters to us, through pationt por- 
suasion, through common united front work, through personal example. Ts is the 
road that the Communist Leacue of Strugsle intends to take in building up a mw 


Communist International. 
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Repression of all sorts is on the order of the day as the workin; class fights 
with increased militancy and consciousness and the employing class swincs towards 
fascism. Wo hear now of persscutions conducted in recent months against the readers 
of the Anarchist periodical "Man". Thase Attacks ¢ro confucted inam entirely unier- 
ground. ranner. Federal coverment “gents approach subscribers to the paper or people 
who have sent morsy orders for the support of "Man!" with a view of -intinidating then 
finding out whether they are forzign born who can be deported, etc., ani otherwise 
quistly hounding then. ; 


These attacks emphasize the pcint ths Class Strugcle bas ade from the beginning 
ths necessity of the working class press protecting its stiscribers. Wa do not know 
whe ther "Man!" has followed the extraordinary precedent in the American movement of 
handing over lists of names ani addresses of subscribers to the Federal Goverment 
in order to obtain the seconi class railing privileges. It was for refusin; to do 
this that the Class Struggle was denied these railing privileges twd years. ago. 


At that tims, a12 the other Communist groups deriddd us for our warnings.Mow 
cur worst fears have core true. It is to be noticed that tha sovernrent doses hot 
arMat the editor, nor stop the paper but simply quietly sheds up on all the sub- 
scribers. Thus the revolutionary paper becomes a decoy duck for the government 
forces brinzin> the gam right into tho hands of the hunters. 


What will the Cannon creup and the Lovestone group say now? Are they still 
going to go anead ani turn over every week the nares ani addresses of their sub- 
scribers to the U.S. G6vernnent? Isn't it about time that the workin*class stépped 
their pleasant little game? Are not the terror in San Francisco, the arrests in 
Canada, the arrest of Muste, Cannon, Shachtnan, and others gnough warnings that 
& new turn mst be taken in the Cotrmnist roverant? Put an end to the criminal 
arateurishness of the so-called revolutionary leaders! Put an end to the turning 


over of the nares and addresses of the subscribers of workingelass revolutionary 
p@pers to the government forces! 


SS 
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